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ABSTRACT

Research is a scientific, systematic, comparative and evaluating study of finding new facts/
theories or old facts/ theories. Research is crucial for both understanding arguments and finding
solutions to various global issues. The aim of research is to answer to problems through the
application of scientific methodology which guarantees that the information is reliable and
unbiased. Research is directly proportional to the quality of advanced research, if researchers are
not able to follow the methodology, their efforts may not produce the required results, and then in
some cases, it may cause endless word-spinning and too many quotations and consequently
disappointment and frustration for the researcher although the hypothesis of applying an
appropriate methodology to effective research and the difficulties associated with it can be
envisaged. Researchers may find that research work is not a simple task but very complex
phenomena which necessitate consideration of set proceeding. As research begins with the
elaboration of an idea, a question, or a previous line of inquiry, it is pertinent to note that research
planning should never be undertaken by researchers without academic and rational confidence.
Researchers have to pay due attention to designing and adhering to the appropriate methodology
throughout for improving the quality of research. This paper focuses on essential elements of
research work as context of planning and development, in which the significance of research lies.
The methodology may differ from problem to problem, yet the basic approach towards research
remains the same.
Keywords: Research, global issues, methodology.

Introduction

English literature holds a significant place in the academic landscape of higher education in India.
With its rich literary heritage spanning centuries and its global influence, English literature offers
a plethora of opportunities for research and scholarly inquiry. In this article, we provide an
overview of essential aspects of English literature for research methodology within the higher
education system in India, highlighting key areas of study, theoretical frameworks, and
methodological approaches.
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1. Historical Context and Literary Movements: Understanding the historical context and
major literary movements is crucial for conducting research in English literature. Scholars in India
engage with a diverse range of literary periods, from medieval poetry to contemporary fiction,
each marked by distinctive themes, styles, and cultural influences. Research methodology in this
context involves analyzing literary texts within their historical and cultural contexts, tracing the
evolution of literary forms and genres, and examining the socio-political dynamics that shape
literary production.

2. Theoretical Frameworks and Critical Perspectives: Research methodology in
English literature often draws upon a variety of theoretical frameworks and critical perspectives to
interpret and analyze literary texts. Scholars may employ literary theories such as formalism,
structuralism, poststructuralism, feminism, postcolonialism, queer theory, and cultural studies to
explore themes of identity, power, representation, and discourse in literature. Methodological
approaches include close reading, textual analysis, intertextuality, reception studies, and
comparative literature, among others.

3. Interdisciplinary Connections: English literature research in the higher education
system in India often intersects with other disciplines such as history, philosophy, sociology,
psychology, and linguistics. Scholars may explore interdisciplinary themes and methodologies,
incorporating insights from multiple fields to enrich their analyses. For example, research on
colonial literature may draw upon historical archives, postcolonial theory, and linguistic analysis
to examine the dynamics of power, resistance, and cultural hybridity.

4. Language and Linguistic Studies: Language studies constitute a vital aspect of
research methodology in English literature. Scholars may investigate language variation, syntax,
semantics, pragmatics, discourse analysis, and sociolinguistics to analyze the linguistic features of
literary texts. Research may also explore the relationship between language and identity, language
and ideology, and the role of language in shaping literary representation and meaning.

5. Digital Humanities and Technology: Emerging technologies and digital tools have
revolutionized research methodology in English literature. Scholars in India are increasingly
utilizing digital humanities approaches, text mining, corpus linguistics, and computational analysis
to analyze large collections of literary texts, visualize data, and identify patterns and trends. Digital
archives, online databases, and digital publishing platforms also offer new avenues for scholarly
collaboration and dissemination of research.

6. Pedagogy and Teaching Methodologies: Research methodology in English literature
extends beyond scholarly inquiry to pedagogical practices and teaching methodologies. Educators
in higher education institutions in India employ innovative teaching methods, including
collaborative learning, experiential learning, and technology-enhanced instruction, to engage
students in critical thinking, textual analysis, and literary interpretation. Research in this area may
focus on curriculum development, assessment strategies, and the integration of research skills into
the classroom.

research methodology in English literature within the higher education system in India
encompasses a wide range of essential aspects, from historical and theoretical frameworks to
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interdisciplinary connections, language studies, digital humanities, and pedagogical practices. By
embracing diverse methodologies and engaging with the complexities of literary texts, scholars
contribute to advancing knowledge and understanding in this dynamic and evolving field.

Research Methodology

The research methodology employed in this study aims to provide a comprehensive overview of
essential aspects of English literature for research methodology in the higher education system in
India. This section outlines the approach taken to gather and analyze information regarding the
key areas of study, theoretical frameworks, methodological approaches, and pedagogical practices
in English literature research.

1.

Literature Review: The initial phase of the research methodology involves conducting a
thorough literature review to identify relevant sources, scholarly articles, books, and
research papers related to English literature research methodology in the higher education
system in India. The literature review aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of
the current state of research, key themes, theoretical frameworks, and methodological
approaches in the field.

Data Collection: Data collection involves gathering information from various sources,
including academic journals, books, conference proceedings, institutional reports, and
online databases. Primary data sources may include interviews or surveys with scholars,
educators, and students involved in English literature research and teaching in Indian
higher education institutions. Additionally, data may be collected from syllabi, course
materials, and research projects conducted in English literature departments across
universities in India.

Data Analysis: The data analysis process entails synthesizing and analyzing the collected
information to identify key aspects of English literature research methodology in the Indian
higher education system. Qualitative analysis techniques such as thematic coding, content
analysis, and narrative analysis may be employed to identify recurring themes, theoretical
frameworks, methodological approaches, and pedagogical practices in English literature
research and teaching.

Theoretical Frameworks and Methodological Approaches: The research methodology
explores the theoretical frameworks and methodological approaches commonly employed
in English literature research within the Indian higher education context. This includes
examining various literary theories such as formalism, structuralism, poststructuralism,
feminism, postcolonialism, and cultural studies, as well as methodological approaches such
as close reading, textual analysis, intertextuality, reception studies, and digital humanities.
Interdisciplinary Connections and Pedagogical Practices: The research methodology
investigates the interdisciplinary connections between English literature and other
disciplines, such as history, philosophy, sociology, linguistics, and technology.
Additionally, the methodology explores pedagogical practices and teaching methodologies
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used in English literature courses in Indian higher education institutions, including
innovative instructional strategies, curriculum development, and assessment methods.

6. Ethical Considerations: Ethical considerations are taken into account throughout the
research process, including obtaining informed consent from participants, ensuring
confidentiality and anonymity, and adhering to ethical guidelines for conducting research
involving human subjects. Ethical principles are upheld in the collection, analysis, and
dissemination of data to ensure the integrity and validity of the research findings.

7. Limitations: It is important to acknowledge the limitations of the research methodology,
including potential biases in data collection and analysis, limitations in access to resources
or participants, and constraints in scope and depth of analysis. Transparency regarding the
research process and limitations is maintained to enhance the credibility and reliability of
the research findings.

In summary, the research methodology employed in this study provides a systematic and rigorous
approach to investigating essential aspects of English literature research methodology in the higher
education system in India. By synthesizing and analyzing data from diverse sources, the research
aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the theoretical frameworks, methodological
approaches, interdisciplinary connections, and pedagogical practices in English literature research
and teaching within the Indian academic context.

The Need of Present Research Study

1. Guidance for Researchers: An overview of essential aspects of English literature research
methodology provides valuable guidance for researchers, particularly students and early-
career scholars, navigating the complexities of conducting research in this field. It offers
clarity on key areas of study, theoretical frameworks, and methodological approaches,
helping researchers formulate research questions and design studies effectively.

2. Enhanced Scholarship: By providing insights into diverse theoretical perspectives,
methodological approaches, and interdisciplinary connections, an overview of English
literature research methodology enriches scholarly inquiry and contributes to the
advancement of knowledge in the field. It encourages critical engagement with literary
texts and fosters innovative research practices that deepen our understanding of literature's
cultural, social, and historical significance.

3. Pedagogical Support: For educators in the higher education system in India, an overview
of English literature research methodology serves as a pedagogical resource for designing
curriculum, developing instructional strategies, and fostering research literacy among
students. It equips educators with the necessary tools and techniques to effectively teach
research methodology and cultivate analytical skills in students pursuing studies in English
literature.

4. Interdisciplinary Integration: English literature research methodology intersects with
various disciplines, including history, philosophy, sociology, linguistics, and technology.
An overview of essential aspects of English literature research methodology facilitates
interdisciplinary integration, encouraging collaboration across academic domains and
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fostering a holistic understanding of literary texts within their broader cultural and
intellectual contexts.

5. Contextual Relevance: The higher education system in India has its unique socio-cultural,
linguistic, and literary landscape. An overview tailored to the Indian context ensures that
researchers and educators are equipped with relevant knowledge and resources to address
the specific challenges and opportunities inherent in conducting research and teaching
English literature in India.

6. Capacity Building: By disseminating best practices, innovative approaches, and emerging
trends in English literature research methodology, an overview contributes to capacity
building within the academic community in India. It empowers researchers and educators
to enhance their research skills, engage in scholarly dialogue, and make meaningful
contributions to the field of English literature studies.

7. Global Visibility: English literature research conducted within the higher education
system in India has the potential to contribute significantly to the global discourse on
literature and literary studies. An overview of essential aspects of English literature
research methodology showcases the unique perspectives, insights, and contributions of
Indian scholars to the broader international academic community.

In summary, the need for "An Overview of Essential Aspects of English Literature for Research
Methodology in Higher Education System in India" stems from its potential to guide researchers,
enhance scholarship, support pedagogy, facilitate interdisciplinary integration, ensure contextual
relevance, promote capacity building, and contribute to global visibility of English literature
research conducted within the Indian academic context.

Objectives of Present Research Study

1. To Provide Clarity: The primary objective is to offer clarity on key areas of study,
theoretical frameworks, methodological approaches, and pedagogical practices in English
literature research methodology within the higher education system in India.

2. To Guide Researchers: Another objective is to guide researchers, particularly students
and early-career scholars, in navigating the complexities of conducting research in English
literature. This includes providing insights into formulating research questions, designing
studies, and selecting appropriate methodologies.

3. To Enhance Scholarship: The overview aims to enrich scholarly inquiry and contribute
to the advancement of knowledge in the field of English literature. By exploring diverse
theoretical perspectives, methodological approaches, and interdisciplinary connections, it
encourages critical engagement with literary texts and fosters innovative research practices.

4. To Support Pedagogy: An objective is to serve as a pedagogical resource for educators in
the higher education system in India, aiding in curriculum design, instructional strategies,
and research literacy development among students. It equips educators with tools and
techniques to effectively teach research methodology and cultivate analytical skills in
students pursuing studies in English literature.
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5. To Foster Interdisciplinary Integration: The overview seeks to facilitate
interdisciplinary integration by highlighting connections between English literature and
other disciplines such as history, philosophy, sociology, linguistics, and technology. This
fosters a holistic understanding of literary texts within broader cultural and intellectual
contexts.

6. To Ensure Contextual Relevance: An objective is to ensure that the overview is tailored
to the Indian context, addressing the specific socio-cultural, linguistic, and literary
landscape of the higher education system in India. This ensures that researchers and
educators have access to relevant knowledge and resources to address local challenges and
opportunities.

7. To Promote Capacity Building: The overview aims to contribute to capacity building
within the academic community in India by disseminating best practices, innovative
approaches, and emerging trends in English literature research methodology. It empowers
researchers and educators to enhance their research skills, engage in scholarly dialogue,
and make meaningful contributions to the field.

8. To Enhance Global Visibility: Finally, an objective is to showcase the unique
perspectives, insights, and contributions of Indian scholars to the broader international
academic community. By promoting English literature research conducted within the
Indian higher education system, the overview contributes to global visibility and
recognition of Indian scholarship in the field.

An overview of essential aspects of research methodology

Since the creation of the world the human mind has been deeply yearning to make sense
of the world, in this context humanity has been searching for new knowledge towards
understanding itself and the world. To know the unknown knowable things in the world and the
universe it requires a special method of knowing, Research is the set of special wires which
manatee can understand the said unknown knowable things in the world. Knowing the unknown
knowable things in the world requires a special method of knowing. Several research studies are
undertaken and accomplished, little attention is paid to an important dimension relating to research,
namely, that of research methodology. It offers the intellectual delight of understanding a few
things only for intellectual curiosity, and it also has practical utility for the scientists to know in
order to be able to accomplish something better or more effectively. Decision-making is
undoubtedly made easier by research although it may not be a part of research. Research serves as
a source of knowledge for knowledge's sake as well as a crucial resource for supplying
recommendations for resolving various societal, political, and business issues. It requires to
provide a source from where we receive the particular information as we don't get freedom in
research work. It is a form of formal education that helps one better comprehend the most recent
advancements in their area. Both knowledge for its own sake and knowledge for what it can add
to practical problems are topics of interest in all type of research.
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Before exercising for a successful task, it is essential to obtain the appropriate abilities.
Before beginning any research study, the researcher should be aware of the definitions of the
fundamental terminology and topics. The majority of formal social science research papers have
four basic sections: introduction, method, findings, and discussion that contribute something new
to existing research. The first step in the research cycle is identifying a topic on the other side the
topic must be narrow enough to save researches from information overload. The topic must be
brought in a nutshell, should involve a certain magnitude interesting as well as to find sufficient
secondary material to support the arguments for or to do a research work.

write the abstract after
writng the full paper

[ think of The Reader write

add important keywords to
your abstract to make it easily
discoverable

an engaging clear and
concise abstract

significant findings of

include the most
your study

do not add any table,
figures or references

follow your paper's
structure when

guidelines about word count .
writing Abstract

follow the journals
abstract type etc

jargon that what confuse the section of paper for an all round

do not use any abbreviations or ] add the main ideas from each
readers perspective

do not share any new information
if it is not in paper

Factors for writing a persuasive research paper abstract

There are three stages to watch out when the topic is created first is text, secondly, is the
context and third is core text. We require a primary text to decide on a topic. We must know that
the context is the surrounding, circumstances, the environment , and background in which that
particular word is set ; for example piece of work written during 1942 must probably have certain
things associated with the Second World War. The word ‘core text” come from linguistics which
means the text that surround that particular word; it is a kind of prismatic lens through which we
can analyze, integrate, read or judge the whole work and it leads the topic suitability to objectives
to achieve the goal.

The criteria to narrow down the scope of the topic can be geographical aspect, population,
the sample. Geographical aspect can again be narrowed down to by taking one particular state
/district or area. The next way of limiting the scope is by using the cultural aspect. For example;
scope of the cultural aspects research work on Indian English literature will be a very wide topic
for a research work but by implementing a temporal limitation to it as postcolonial Indian English
poetry will be a bit suitable topic. This topic further can be even more narrowed down by making
it gender sensitive as Indian English poetry written by post-colonial women writers. It could
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be further narrowed down by selecting particular author as a postcolonial element in the poetry
of Kamala Das that makes a topic sensible and manageable.

There are three theoretical terms that are major parts of writing a research these three
aspects are research gap, research question, and thesis statements. It is important to identify a
research gap something that previously done research has not attempted or missing piece in
existing literature or the aspects that has not been satisfactorily explored before anyone else.
Research question answers the questions from in-depth research analysis and investigation; a
question that has not been answered satisfactorily before anyone else. Choosing a research
question is an essential element whether it will be quantitative research or qualitative research.
Research questions seek to improve knowledge where as thesis statement is the purpose of the
intended the research statement which is usually find at the end of the introduction part for
literature review as well.

Methodology and procedure of the research study test the proposed hypothesis, statistical
analysis, and procedures. This explains exactly what needs to be done, what will be done and what
information is required, what tools will be used to collect data, how will sources of data be chosen,
how will the data be analyzed, and how will conclusions be drawn? Data processing is a crucial
stage in research the data which is collected cannot be directly used for making analysis. It has to
be processed and analyzed in order to arrive at certain conclusions which may confirm or invalidate
the hypothesis which is formulated towards the beginning of the research work. The mass of data
collected during the research is to be processed with a view to reduce seeing them to manageable
proportions for statistical treatment and meaningful interpretation The processing of data includes
editing, coding, classification, and should be organized in such a way so that tables, charts can be
prepared for presentation. Over the past 30 years, there has been an increasing trend to include a
theoretical formation in the role of theory building in research. Theoretical framework is derived
from an existing theory or group of theories and conceptual framework is based on researches’
understanding of how the research problem can be explored, it is the story board where every part
of every scene is carefully described. Research design is a framework of methodologies and
techniques selected by a researcher to combine diverse research components in a reasonably
logical way in order to effectively address the research challenge. It offers perceptions about “how”
to carry out research using a specific techniques. Every researcher has a list of research questions
which need to be evaluated- this can be done with research design. Reliability, validity, estimated
results and generalization needs to be focused while research design.

Steps in the process of writing a research paper, Selection of problem, Study of related
literature, determination of units, determination of study area, selection of informant, selection of
sources of information, selection of tools and trends, editing of facts, classification and facts
tabulation , analysis, generalization and formulation of rules and presentation of reports play an
important role that must be carefully controlled while carrying out research work. By using survey
methods in research paper writing, the study is made more analytical and scientific. For research
paper, the secondary data is collected in small research from published and unpublished sources
and synthesized after studying them in detail, which while studying various problems can become
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a hindrance in the form of concepts in writing a scientific research paper. For research paper
writing, one should select research paper strategy in the past and do their work accordingly by
making research design so that a standardized scientific research paper can be prepared.

The review of literature is a brief summary of previous research and it should be mentioned
so that the researchers and reader may be familiar with what is already known and with what is
still unknown as the effectiveness of present research is based upon past knowledge. This step
helps to eliminate replication of what has been done and provides useful basis for the formulation
of hypothesis and deciding the methodology of the study. Scientific study is based on hypothesis,
it indicates the expected outcome. It may be appropriate to formulate a major hypothesis or several
hypotheses approach that very clearly establishes the nature of the problem and the logic
underlying the investigation. The investigation, the formulation of the hypothesis in advance of
the data gathering process is necessary for an unbiased investigation. In every investigation
hypothesis cannot be formulated but objectives of the study can be written to indicate the direction
of the research work.

Research is a journey of discovery, a journey, an attitude, an experience, a method of
critical thinking, and an activity motivated by an innate desire to learn new things and get new
perspectives or answers to questions. It should have a tentative outline to go with; technical terms,
concepts and specialized words must be defined clearly. At the same time in order to promote
accountability, mutual respect, and trust, research work must be abided by ethical standards.
Future Research Directions for "*An Overview of Essential Aspects of English Literature for
Research Methodology in Higher Education System in India™

1. Exploration of Regional Variations: Future research could delve into regional variations
in English literature research methodology within the higher education system in India.
This could involve examining how factors such as language diversity, cultural heritage,
and educational policies shape research practices and pedagogical approaches in different
regions of the country.

2. Comparative Studies: Comparative studies could be conducted to compare English
literature research methodology in India with other global contexts. This comparative
analysis could shed light on similarities, differences, and cross-cultural influences in
research practices, theoretical frameworks, and pedagogical strategies employed in English
literature studies.

3. Integration of Digital Humanities: With the growing prominence of digital humanities
in literary studies, future research could explore the integration of digital tools and
technologies in English literature research methodology within the Indian higher education
system. This could involve investigating the use of text mining, corpus linguistics, data
visualization, and digital archives in analyzing literary texts and conducting empirical
research.

4. Interdisciplinary Collaborations: Future research could focus on fostering
interdisciplinary collaborations between English literature and other academic disciplines
within the Indian higher education system. This interdisciplinary approach could involve
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collaborative research projects, joint degree programs, and interdisciplinary courses that
integrate insights from fields such as history, philosophy, sociology, linguistics, and
technology.

5. Pedagogical Innovations: Research on pedagogical innovations in English literature
research methodology could explore effective instructional strategies, curriculum
development, and assessment methods for teaching research skills to students in Indian
higher education institutions. This could involve investigating experiential learning,
project-based learning, digital pedagogy, and other innovative approaches to research-
oriented education.

6. Ethical Considerations: Future research could delve into ethical considerations in English
literature research methodology within the Indian context. This could involve examining
ethical dilemmas faced by researchers, educators, and students, as well as developing
ethical guidelines and best practices for conducting research, disseminating findings, and
engaging with diverse literary texts and cultural perspectives.

7. Longitudinal Studies: Longitudinal studies could be conducted to track changes and
developments in English literature research methodology over time within the Indian
higher education system. This longitudinal perspective could provide insights into evolving
trends, emerging challenges, and transformative innovations shaping the field of English
literature studies in India.

8. International Collaborations: Collaboration with scholars and institutions from other
countries could enrich research on English literature research methodology in the Indian
higher education system. International collaborations could involve joint research projects,
exchange programs, and collaborative publications that foster cross-cultural dialogue,
knowledge exchange, and mutual learning.

Future research on "An Overview of Essential Aspects of English Literature for Research
Methodology in Higher Education System in India" could explore regional variations, comparative
perspectives, integration of digital humanities, interdisciplinary collaborations, pedagogical
innovations, ethical considerations, longitudinal studies, and international collaborations. These
research directions have the potential to advance knowledge, inform policy, and contribute to the
continuous improvement of English literature research and education in India.

Conclusion

This overview of essential aspects of English literature for research methodology in the higher
education system in India sheds light on the diverse and dynamic landscape of scholarly inquiry
in this field. Through a comprehensive examination of key areas of study, theoretical frameworks,
methodological approaches, interdisciplinary connections, and pedagogical practices, this study
provides valuable insights into the complexities and nuances of English literature research within
the Indian academic context.

The exploration of theoretical frameworks, including formalism, structuralism, poststructuralism,
feminism, postcolonialism, and cultural studies, underscores the breadth and depth of critical

41
ResMiilitaris, vol.11,n°1, ISSN: 2265-6294 Winter-Spring 2021



'Am RES MILITARIS Social Science Journal

perspectives employed by scholars in interpreting and analyzing literary texts. Methodological
approaches such as close reading, textual analysis, intertextuality, reception studies, and digital
humanities offer diverse avenues for exploring literary themes, genres, and socio-cultural contexts.
Interdisciplinary connections between English literature and other disciplines, such as history,
philosophy, sociology, linguistics, and technology, highlight the interdisciplinary nature of literary
studies and the potential for fruitful collaborations across academic domains. Additionally,
pedagogical practices and teaching methodologies emphasize the importance of innovative
instructional strategies, curriculum development, and assessment methods in fostering critical
thinking, analytical skills, and research literacy among students.

While this overview provides a comprehensive examination of essential aspects of English
literature research methodology in the Indian higher education system, it is important to
acknowledge the limitations of this study, including potential biases in data collection and analysis,
constraints in access to resources or participants, and scope and depth of analysis. Future research
in this area could explore emerging trends, innovative approaches, and evolving practices in
English literature research and teaching in India, contributing to ongoing discussions and
advancements in the field.

Overall, this overview underscores the significance of English literature as a vibrant and
interdisciplinary field of study within the Indian higher education system, offering rich
opportunities for research, scholarship, and pedagogical innovation. By embracing diverse
theoretical perspectives, methodological approaches, and interdisciplinary connections, scholars
and educators in India contribute to advancing knowledge and understanding of literature's
profound impact on society, culture, and human experience.
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