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Abstract 

The article analyzes the current situation of higher education in Ecuador, highlighting 

its achievements and challenges in terms of quality, funding, research and access. Although 

there has been an increase in the number of academic institutions and programmes, the 

academic quality and relevance of the programmes offered still needs to be improved. In 

addition, funding remains a critical issue for many institutions, which rely on external sources 

of funding. To improve higher education in Ecuador, more rigorous accreditation and 

evaluation policies must be implemented, increase access to education for all citizens, foster 

research and development, and ensure adequate funding. Higher education is a key component 

for Ecuador's development, and its importance will only increase in the coming years. If these 

challenges are addressed, higher education in Ecuador can become a key driver for the country's 

economic and social development. 
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Introduction 

Higher education in Ecuador has undergone important transformations in recent 

decades, with the creation of new universities and the expansion of access to higher education 

in the country. However, it still faces significant challenges, such as the lack of financial 

resources and the need to improve the quality of education provided. 

History of higher education in Ecuador 

Higher education in Ecuador has its roots in the creation of the Central University of 

Ecuador in 1826, the country's first institution of higher education. For much of the nineteenth 
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and early twentieth centuries, higher education in Ecuador was limited to a small number of 

institutions, mainly located in the capital city, Quito. 

From the 1950s, a process of expansion of higher education in the country began, with 

the creation of new universities in different cities of the country. In the 1970s, the government 

implemented a policy of democratization of higher education, with the creation of new public 

universities and the expansion of access to higher education for low-income students. 

In the 1990s, a new Higher Education Law was enacted that established a system of 

accreditation and evaluation of the quality of higher education institutions in the country. Since 

then, numerous private universities have been established, many of which have been criticized 

for their academic quality and lack of regulation and supervision by the state. 

Current situation of higher education in Ecuador 

According to data from the Council of Higher Education (CES), in Ecuador there are 

currently 78 institutions of higher education, of which 32 are public and 46 are private. In total, 

these institutions offer more than 1,700 academic programs, from technical careers to graduate 

programs. 

Despite progress in expanding higher education in the country, the quality of education 

provided remains a concern. According to UNESCO's Global Education Monitoring Report 

2020, Ecuador ranks 123rd out of 190 countries in terms of quality of higher education. 

One of the main challenges facing higher education in Ecuador is the lack of financial 

resources. The budget allocated to higher education in the country is relatively low compared 

to other countries in the region, making it difficult to invest in infrastructure, research and 

development. 

Another challenge is the need to improve the relevance of higher education, to ensure 

that academic programmes respond to the needs of the labour market and society at large. Many 

times, academic programs are disconnected from the needs of the world of work and the 

communities in which higher education institutions are inserted. 

Higher education is a fundamental component for the economic and social development 

of any country, since it allows to train highly trained and specialized professionals in various 

areas of knowledge. In Ecuador, higher education has expanded significantly in recent decades, 

with an increase in the number of academic institutions and programs, as well as in the number 

of students entering these institutions. 

However, despite these advances, there are still significant challenges that must be 

addressed to improve the quality and relevance of higher education in Ecuador. One of the 

most important challenges is financing, since the Ecuadorian government still does not invest 

enough in higher education and many institutions depend on external funding sources to 

maintain and improve their academic quality. 

Another important challenge is the quality of the education provided, since many 

institutions do not meet the minimum quality standards and do not have academic programs 

that respond to the needs of the labor market and society in general. To improve academic 

quality, more rigorous accreditation and evaluation policies must be implemented for both 

public and private institutions. 
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In addition, it is important to promote research and development in higher education 

institutions, so that teachers and students can participate in research projects that contribute to 

the development of the country. Research is fundamental for the advancement of knowledge 

and for the development of solutions to the most urgent problems facing the country. 

Another key factor in improving higher education in Ecuador is ensuring access to 

education for all citizens, regardless of their socioeconomic background. This can be achieved 

through scholarship and student loan policies, as well as through the creation of distance 

education programs and the promotion of technical and technological education. 

In conclusion, higher education is a key component for Ecuador's development and its 

importance will only increase in the coming years. To improve the quality and relevance of 

higher education in Ecuador, it is necessary to address challenges related to funding, academic 

quality, research and development, and access to education for all citizens. If these challenges 

can be addressed, higher education in Ecuador can become a key driver for the country's 

economic and social development. 

Future challenges and opportunities 

To meet the current challenges and improve the quality of higher education in Ecuador, 

several key issues need to be addressed. 

First, there is a need to increase investment in higher education. The Ecuadorian 

government should increase its budget for higher education and seek other sources of funding, 

such as public-private partnerships and international funds. This would allow investment in 

infrastructure and in the improvement of academic quality. 

Secondly, it is important to improve the quality of education provided. To this end, 

more rigorous accreditation and evaluation policies must be implemented for both public and 

private institutions. In addition, research and development in higher education institutions 

should be encouraged, so that teachers and students can participate in research projects that 

contribute to the development of the country. 

Thirdly, the relevance of higher education must be improved, so that academic 

programmes respond to the needs of the labour market and society at large. This could be 

achieved through partnerships between higher education institutions and businesses, as well as 

through the promotion of internship and volunteering programmes in local communities. 

Finally, it is necessary to guarantee access to higher education for all citizens, regardless 

of their socio-economic background. This could be achieved through the implementation of 

scholarship and student loan policies, as well as through the creation of distance education 

programs and the promotion of technical and technological education. 

Conclusion 

Higher education in Ecuador has experienced important advances in recent decades, but 

still faces significant challenges in terms of quality, funding and relevance. To address these 

challenges, it is necessary to increase investment in higher education, improve academic quality, 

promote research and development, improve the relevance of academic programmes and ensure 

access to higher education for all citizens. If these challenges can be addressed, higher education 

in Ecuador can become a key driver for the country's economic and social development. 



  
 

Res Militaris, vol.13, n°3, March Spring 2023 1488 
 

References 

Council of Higher Education (CES). (2022). Statistical data. Retrieved from 

https://www.ces.gob.ec/datos-estadisticos/ 

UNESCO. (2020). Global Education Monitoring Report 2020. Retrieved from 

https://es.unesco.org/gem-report/report/2020/education-in-an-age-of-migration 

Ministry of Education. (2020). National Higher Education Plan 2020-2025. Retrieved from 

https://www.educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2020/11/PLAN-

NACIONAL-DE-EDUCACION-SUPERIOR-2020-2025.pdf 

Ministry of Education. (2020). Higher education statistics. Retrieved from 

https://www.educacion.gob.ec/estadisticas-de-educacion-superior/ 

Ministry of Education. (2020). Guide for the design and accreditation of higher education 

academic programs. Retrieved from https://www.educacion.gob.ec/wp-

content/uploads/downloads/2020/11/Guia-para-el-diseno-y-acreditacion-de-

programas-academicos-de-educacion-superior.pdf 

Ministry of Education. (2020). Funding Policy for Higher Education. Retrieved from 

https://www.educacion.gob.ec/politica-de-financiamiento-para-la-educacion-superior/ 

Council for Evaluation, Accreditation and Quality Assurance of Higher Education 

(CEAACES). (2021). Institutional evaluation report of the Central University of 

Ecuador. Retrieved from  

https://www.ceaaces.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Informe-de-

Evaluaci%C3%B3n-Institucional-UCENTRAL-2021.pdf 

Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture (OEI). (2020). 

Higher education in Latin America and the Caribbean. Retrieved from 

https://www.oei.es/historico/quipu/educac/educa18e.htm 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). (2017). Higher 

education in Latin America and the Caribbean: new challenges in a context of change. 

Retrieved from https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000247552 

Escobar, D. (2019). Higher education in Ecuador: a critical review. Journal of Higher 

Education and Society, 24(1), 1-13. Retrieved from  

https://www.scielo.org.co/scielo.php?pid=S0122-

92772019000100001&script=sci_arttext 

Yépez, R., Martínez, M., & Cajas, F. (2020). Higher education in Ecuador: challenges and 

perspectives. Journal of Higher Education, 49(196), 131-148. Retrieved from 

https://resu.anuies.mx/ojs/index.php/resu/article/view/771 

Garcia, M. J. (2018). The role of higher education in the sustainable development of Ecuador. 

Journal of Higher Education, 47(188), 103-119. Retrieved from  

https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0185-

27602018000100103&lng=es&tlng=es. 

Diario El Comercio. (2021). Which Ecuadorian universities are the most outstanding according 

to world ranking? Retrieved from  

https://www.elcomercio.com/tendencias/universidades-ecuador-destacadas-ranking-

mundial.html 

https://www.educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2020/11/PLAN-NACIONAL-DE-EDUCACION-SUPERIOR-2020-2025.pdf
https://www.educacion.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2020/11/PLAN-NACIONAL-DE-EDUCACION-SUPERIOR-2020-2025.pdf
https://www.oei.es/historico/quipu/educac/educa18e.htm

