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Abstract

Morphology As A Field Of Human Language Deals With The Study And Structure Of
Words And Their Formation As Well As Their Relationship To Other Words In Language.
The Four Skills Of Language Are Integrated And Not Isolated That’s Why Knowing To Write
Needs The Command Of Knowing How Words Structured And Related To One Another.

Affixation Is The Smallest Part Of Morphology Which Studies The Form And The
Change Of Words. Millward And Hayes (2011:4) Mentioned That Most Derivational Prefixes
Simply Change The Meaning Of The Word It Is Attached To While Others Change The Class
Of The Word. Derivational Suffixes Change The Word Class Category Which In Turn Changes
The Meaning Of The Word To Which It Is Attached. This Study Investigates The Use Of
Affixation (Prefixes And Suffixes) For Level 8, 9 And 10 EFL Students At King Khalid
University And How The Use Of Appropriate Affixation Enhances The Learners’ Writing
Paragraphs. The Data Was Collected Through A Test Administered To 60 EFL Students. The
Data Analyses Were Done By The Statistical Package For Social Sciences (SPSS) Program.
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1.0 Introduction

A Continuous Stream Of Speech Can Be Broken Up By The Listener (Or Linguist) Into
Smaller, Meaningful Parts. A Dialogue, For Instance, Can Be Divided Into Statements Of The
Dialogue, Which Can In Turn Be Separated Into The Words That Built Up The Sentences Of
The Conversation.

Every Language Has Some Large Number Of Words Available For Its Users To Select
From Their Need. This Stock Of Words Can Be Thought Of As A Sort Of Mental Dictionary
That Language Users, Both Speakers And Hearers, Have Internalized As Part And Parcel Of
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Learning Their Particular Language. The Mental Dictionary Is Named The Lexicon.
(Tserdanelis And Wong, 2004).

This Study Attempts To Solve Affixation Problems Which Encounter Third Year EFL
University Students And Try To Find Out Why Learners Misuse Or Get Confused When They
Use Affixes In Writing Essays.

Understanding And Learning About English Language Facilitates Not Only
Comprehending The Context, But Also, To Understand Word By Word To Improve The
Learners' English Skills. From A Small Part Into A Big One, Interpreting Word By Word And
Then Become United As English Itself. Without Knowing The Base, It Is Impossible To
Recognize The Whole Things. (Ramelan, 1992:109).

Nunan (1991) Claims That, To Be Able To Know The Component Parts In The Word
Is Certainly The Most Important Competence For Learning A Language. But As Far As The
Learning Of Affixes In A Word Is Concerned, It Is Sometimes Problematic For Students And
One Of Their Main Difficulties Is The Recognition Of The Affixes In The Word. The Students
Encounter The Difficulty In Perceiving And Recognizing The Affixes, Which Hinders The
Development Of Their English. As A Result, They Commit The Errors In The Usage Of
Affixes And They Are Unable To Produce New Words By Adding Either Prefixes Or Suffixes
To The Root Or Base. And Further, They Come Across The Problems In The Correct And
Effective Utilization Of Affixes In Their Learning Activities. Mccarthy (1990: 4) Also
Mentions That Sometimes, Recognizing The Morphemes Is Not So Easy. When Morphemes
Combine To Form Words, Sound Changes And/ Or Spelling Changes Can Disguise Them,
Making Their Presence Less Plain To The Untrained Ear Or Eye. Thus, The Systematic
Learning Of Affixes, I.E., Prefixes And Suffixes, Their Types, Functions, And How They Can
Be Identified, Is Quite Needed And It Can Reduce The Complexity In Learning Them; And
Further Help The Students Use Them Properly In Their Work.

1.1: The Focus Of The Study

The Current Study Focuses On Investigating The Use Of Affixation (Suffixes And
Prefixes) And How It Enhances EFL Learners Writing Paragraphs At King Khalid University
And How This Influence Is Revealed On The Learner’s Performance Working On Developing
Their Writing Competence. Knowing And Being Aware Of Their Confidence And How To Be
Able To Make Use Of Their Anxiety Bringing It As A Sup Portative Tool Instead Of An
Enemy.

1.2 Statement Of The Problem

The Use Of Affixation In Constructing Meaningful Sentences Is Essential In Upgrading
Paragraph Writing. Providing Students With An Opportunity To Use Affixation Newly
Occurred Competence. Although Many Students Whom Have Completed A Course In
Morphology, They Still Lack The Comprehension Of Utilizing Prefixes And Suffixes Properly
In Their Writing Performance. The Reason Behind This Unsatisfying Performance Is
Questioned By The Researchers And Raised To Find An Answer. Is It Due To The Design Of
The Curriculum Or Insufficient Teaching Hours Given To The Course Or Other Reasons
Which Will Be Found By This Research.

Research Objectives

This Paper Attempts To Answer Whether EFL Students Are Aware Of The Appropriate
Use Of Affixes And Have A Command In Using It Which In Turn Enhances Their Writing
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Skill And Especially In The Arrangement Of Paragraph Writing. Since Constructing Sentences
And Creating Paragraphs Depends In Their Knowledge About Affixation Use. Which Also
Helps Them In Word Formation And Enriches Their Vocabulary Which Gives Them The
Command Of Writing.

Research Question
To Meet The Stated Objectives, The Following Research Question Was Raised:

1. To What Extend Does Affixation Help Students In Practice Writing Paragraphs.
2. To What Extend Does EFL Learners Have Clear Understanding Of Affixation.

1.5 Research Hypotheses

It Is Hypothesized That The Command Students Have In The Use Of Affixes (Prefixes
And Suffixes) Enhances And Enables EFL Learners To Develop Their Writing Paragraphs.

1.6 Significance Of The Study

A) This Study Is Targeting EFL Students Of English Language Who Study At King
Khalid University. The Study Is Contributed To The Field Of Linguistic To View The Impact
Of Mastering And Having Command Of Affixes, Which In Turns Enable The Learner To Have
Command On The Writing Of Paragraphs. This Study Will View Through A Test Given To
The Students To Find Out How The Knowledge About Affixation Develops Their Writing
Competence Skills And Strategies And Supports Them With The Needed Tools Which Allow
Them Confidently To Write An Accurate Paragraph.

2.0 Literature Review

The Major Concerns Of Teachers When Teaching Any English Course Is Mainly To
Fulfil The Course Learning Outcomes. First Instance, In Dealing With Morphological Courses
Its Impact Should Be Reflected In Students’ Writing Performance. Since The Student’s
Appropriate Use Of Affixes Have A Serious Impact Of Their Writing Skills, Especially
Paragraphs.

Halliday (2003, 73) Argues That, All Languages Need New Terms, Or New
Combinations Of Words, To Convey New Notions. That Is Why, In This Respective,
Morphological Processes Or Word Formation Processes Are The Main Processes Whereby
Words Are Formed In Language, Furthermore, The Process That Have Probably Added The
Largest Number Of Words Fall Into Two Expansive Categories, Inflection And Derivation.
Inflection Is Driven By The Requirement To Form A Word With The Appropriate Form In A
Particular Grammatical Context.

Derivation Is The Formation Of New Words By Adding Affixes To Other Words Or
Morphemes. Derivation Typically Results In Changes Of Parts Of Speech. It Can Be
Contrasted With Inflection, Which Never Change The Lexical Or Grammatical Category.
(Richards And Schmidt 2002:151).

Fromkin And Rodman (1978: 142) Mention That A Morpheme May Be Defined As
The Minimal Linguistic Sign, A Grammatical Unit In Which There Is An Arbitrary Union Of
A Sound And A Meaning Which Cannot Be Further Analyzed. Some Morphemes Like Boy,
Desire, Gentle, And Man Contain Words By Themselves. Other Morphemes Such As -Ish, -
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Able, Un-, -Ness, And -Ist Are Not Words But Always Parts Of Word. For Instance, Un-
(Unhappy), Pre-(Prejudge), Dis-(Disapprove)And Bi-(Bipolar) Are Placed Before Other
Morphemes. These Kinds Of Morphemes Are Called Prefixes. Other Morphemes Occur Only
As Suffixes, After Other Morphemes Such As -Er (Singer), -Ist (Novelist), And -Ly (Orderly).

These Prefix And Suffix Morphemes Have Traditionally Been Called Bound
Morphemes, Since They Cannot Occur Unattached, Bound Morphemes Are Different From
Free Morphemes Such As Man, Like, Sick, Allow, Prove And So On. All Morphemes Can Be
Joined Into Larger Units’ Phrases And Sentences.

Richards And Schmidt (2002:17) State That Affix Is A Letter Or Sound, Or Group Of
Letters Or Sounds (= Morpheme), Which Is Added To A Word And Which Changes The
Meaning Or Function Of The Word.

Affixes Are Bound Forms That Can Be Added:

a. To the Initial Of A Word (= Prefix), E.G., English Un- Which Usually Alters The Word
Meaning To Its Opposite: Kind — Unkind

b. To the Final Of A Word (= Suffix), For Example English —Ness Which Usually
Modifies An Adjective Into A Noun: Kind — Kindness

C. Within A Word (= Infix), For Instance Tagalog -Um- Which Shows That A Verb Is In
The Past Tense: Sulat “To Write” — Sulation “Wrote”.

2.1 Words and Word Formation

“In English Morphology, An Inflectional Morpheme Is A Suffix That's Added To A
Word (A Noun, Verb, Adjective Or An Adverb) To Assign A Particular Grammatical Property
To That Word, Such As Its Tense, Number, Possession, Or Comparison. Inflectional
Morphemes In English Include The Bound Morphemes -S (Or -Es); 'S (Or S'); -Ed; -En; -Er; -
Est; And -Ing. These Suffixes May Even Do Double- Or Triple-Duty. For Example, - S Can
Note Possession (In Conjunction With An Apostrophe In The Proper Place), Can Make Count
Nouns Plural, Or Can Put A Verb In The Third-Person Singular Tense. The Suffix -Ed Can
Make Past Participles Or Past-Tense Verbs.” (Nordquist 2020).

2.2 The Inflectional Affixes Of English

Function Affix (-S/-Es)  Attaches To Examples
3rd Per. Sing Present -S Verbs She Waits There At Noon.
Past Tense -Ed Verbs She Waited There Yesterday.
Progressive Aspect -Ing Verbs She Is Waiting There Now.
Past Participle -En,-Ed Verbs Jack Has Eaten The Cookies.
Plural -S Nouns The Chairs Are In The Room.
Possessive -’S Nouns The Chair’s Leg Is Broken.
Comparative -Er Adjectives, Jill Is Taller Than Joe.
Superlative -Est Adjectives, Ted Is The Tallest In His Class.

In The Table Above, All The Inflectional Affixes Are Attached After The Stem. Affixes
That Come After A Root Called Suffixes, Whereas Affixes Which Precede A Root Are Called
Prefixes. Suffixes Are Both Derivational And Inflectional.

Another Thing To Know About Affixes Is That Sometimes Different Meanings Or
Functions Can Be Marked By The Same Phonetic Shape (Note The Three -S Affixes In The
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Table Waits, Chairs, And Chair’s Leg). Affixes That Sound Alike But Have Different
Meanings Or Functions Are Said To Be Homophonous.

Another Example Is The Case Of —Er, Which Signs Comparative Degree On
Adjectives And Adverbs (Like In Taller, Faster In The Table), On The Other Hand The Same
Phonetic Shape Can Be Utilized To Derive An Agent Noun From A Verb, As In Speak,
Speaker. These Two —Er Affixes Are Homophonous With Each Other And It Is Crucial To
Regard Both Form And Meaning In Analyzing Morphological Structures. (Tserdanelis And
Wong: 2004 Mentioned On P. 4: 147).

2.3 Chart Of Common Prefixes
Part Of Speech
It Is Used With

Affix Meaning Example

Antisocial: He Is A Very Social Person (He
Anti-  Against Adjective Likes People). He Is A Very Antisocially
Person (He Doesn't Like People).

Re[?'/(ef:'se Disappear: The Man Appeared Suddenly
. : (He Was Not Here, Now He Is Here). The
Dis-  Absence, Verb . I
Separate Man Disappeared Suddenly (He Was Here,
' Then He Is Not Here).
Remove
Enrage: The Dog Is Full Of Rage (Full Of
En- Ttl)_llg/lvaeke, Turns A Noun Into An Anger).
B ’ Adjective The Enraged Dog Is Barking (The Dog Has
ecome
Been Made Angry).
Illegal: Giving Money To People Is Legal
II- Not Adjective (Permitted By Law).

Stealing Money From
People Is Illegal (Not Permitted By Law).
Impolite: The Child Is Very Polite (Acts In
Im- Not Adjective A Correct Way). The Child Is Very Impolite
(Acts In A Bad Way).
Incomplete: The Assignment Is Complete
In- Not Adjective (Finish- Ed). The Assignment Is
Incomplete(Not Finished)

Mis- Wrong, Verb Misread: | Read The Sentence Correctly.
Bad I Misread The Sentence (Not Correctly).
Nonsense: That Sentence Makes Sense (Is
Non- Not Noun / Adjective Logical).

That Sentence Is Nonsense (Is Not Logical).
Preview: The Professor Asked My
Pre- Before Verb / Adjective / Noun  Colleague To Preview The Research Paper
Before Submitting It .
Unhappy: | Am Happy.

Un- Not Verb / Adjective | Am Unhappy (Not Happy).
Re- Again Verb Remarry: | Married In 1995. | Divorced In
g 1999. | Remarried In 2001 (Married Again).
Part Of Speech

Affix Meaning Example

It Is Used With
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Sleepless: | Had A Good Sleep Last Night (I
Slept Well). I Had A Sleepless Night Last
Night (I Did Not Sleep).

. Turns A Noun Into
-Less Without An Adjective

Turns ANoun Or g tiful: The Child Is Beautiful (Full Of

-Ful Full Of Verb Into An Beauty)
Adjective Y)-
Turns A Verb Into An Breakable: The Old Cup Is Breakable (Can
-Able Can .
Adjective Be Broken).

Slowly: He Is A Slow Walker.

In A'Way That Turns An Adjective He Walks Slowly (Describes The Way He

_|_y

Is Into An Adverb Walks).
-Er/- The Person  Turns A Verb Into A Painter: | Paint Houses. | Am A House
Or/-Ar  Who Does Noun Painter (The Person Who Paints).
-Ist The Person Noun Dentist: | Am A Dentist. | Fix Teeth.
Who Is
i Full Of, Turns A Noun Into  Sleepy: The Children Need To Go To Sleep.
Covered With An Adjective They Are Very Sleepy (Full Of Sleep).
Joyous: People Are Full Of Joy During
-Ous Full Of, Turns A Noun Into Holidays (Very Happy).

Covered With An Adjective People Are Joyous During Holidays.

Https://Englishstudypage.Com/Grammar/Prefixes-Meanings-And-Examples/
Https://Web2.Uvcs.Uvic.Ca/Courses/Elc/Sample/Beginner/Gs/Gs_55 1.Htm.

2.4 Contrast with Derivational Morphemes

Nordquist (2020) States That Unlike Derivational Morphemes, Inflectional
Morphemes Do Not Alter The Essential Meaning Or The Grammatical Category Of A Word.
Adjectives Remain Adjectives, Nouns Stay Nouns, And Verbs Remain Verbs. For Instance, If
You Add An -S To The Noun Carrot To Show Plural, Carrot Remains A Noun. If You Add -
Ed To The Verb Walk To Show Past Tense, Walked Is Still A Verb.

Yule (2006:P 57-58) Mentions “The Difference Between Derivational And Inflectional
Morphemes Is Worth Emphasizing. An Inflectional Morpheme Never Changes
The Grammatical Category Of A Word. For Example, Both Old And Older Are Adjectives.
The -Er Inflection Here (From Old English -Ra) Simply Creates A Different Version Of The
Adjective. However, A Derivational Morpheme Can Change The Grammatical Category Of A
Word. The Verb Teach Becomes The Noun Teacher If We Add The Derivational Morpheme -
Er (From Old English -Ere). So, The Suffix -Er In Modern English Can Be An Inflectional
Morpheme As Part Of An Adjective And Also A Distinct Derivational Morpheme As Part Of
A Noun. Just Because They Look The Same

(-Er) Doesn't Mean They Do The Same Kind Of Work."

2.5 Placement Order

Words Can Be Built With Multiple Suffixes, In English There Are Rules That Govern
Which Order They Go In. In The Example Below, The Suffix Is Making A Word Into A
Comparative:
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"Whenever There Is A Derivational Suffix And An Inflectional Suffix Attached To The
Same Word, They Always Appear In That Order. First The Derivational (-Er) Is Added
To Teach, Then The Inflectional (-S) Is Attached To Produce Teachers.” (Yule 2006).

Denham And Lobeck In (2010) Claims Linguistics For Everyone Provides Many
Examples To Drive Home The Point About Placement Order Of The Affixes; ‘’For Instance,
The Words Antidisestablishmentarianism And Uncompartmentalized’> Each Contain A
Number Of Derivational Affixes, And Any Inflectional Affixes Should Be Occurred At The
End: Antidisestablishmentarianisms And Uncompartmentalized.

2.6 Suffix Spelling Rules

Suffixes Are Utilized To Make New Words And Give Stem Words Different Meanings.
By Learning And Understanding Each Of The Spelling Rules For Suffixes, You Will Be Able
To Use Them Accurately And Recognize Which Ones To Use. There Are Exceptions To Each
Of The Rules.

2.7 Basic Suffixes Spelling Rules

Suffixes Are Added To The End Of Words To Create New Words. There Are Two
Kinds Of Suffixes: Vowel And Consonant. Vowel Suffixes Contain Endings Such As -Ed, -
Er,-Es, -End, And -Ing. Consonant Suffixes Include Endings Such As -S, -Less, -Ness, -Ment,
And -Ly.

The Following Are The Basic Rules Of Using Suffixes In The English Language;

2.8 Rule 1: Double The Consonant
When A Word Ends In A Short Vowel Sound And A Single Consonant, You Double
The Last Letter. Examples Of This Rule Are:

Fat Er Fatter
Flip Ed Flipped
Mud Y Muddy
Shop Ed Shopped
Swim Ing Swimming

When A Word Has More Than One Syllable And Ends With The Letter "L" You Will
Double The "L" When Adding The Suffix. Examples Include:

Cancel Ed Cancelled
Control Ed Controlled
Propel Er Propeller
Compel Ing Compelling
Fulfil Ment Fulfillment

Keep In Mind That The Doubling Rule Does Not Apply If The Word Ends In "W," "X"
Or"vy."

2.9 Rule 2: Double The Final E
When A Word Ends In A Silent Letter "E," Drop That Final "E" If The Suffix You Are
Using Begins With A Vowel. Examples Of This Rule Are:
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Drive Ing Driving
Hope Ing Hoping
Make Er Maker
Adore Able Adorable
Use Er User

2.10 Rule 3: Keep The Final E
When The Word Ends In The Letters "Ce™ Or "Ge," You Will Keep The Final "E" If
The Suffix Begins With The Letters "A" Or "0." Examples Of This Rule Are:

Advantage Ous Advantageous
Change Able Changeable
Courage Ous Courageous
Service Able Serviceable

Notice Able Noticeable

You Will Also Keep The Final "E" In The Following Examples:

Like Able Likeable
Size Able Sizeable
Care Ful Careful
Use Ful Useful
Peace Ful Peaceful

Remember To Keep The "E" If Using The Suffix -Ly. For Example:

Late Ly Lately
Rare Ly Rarely
Love Ly Lovely
Home Ly Homely
Definite Ly Definitely

Lastly, You Will Also Keep The "E" At The End Of The Word If It Ends In "Ee" Or
"Ye." Examples Include:

Agree Ing Agreeing
Decree Ing Decreeing
Eye Ing Eyeing
Foresee Ing Foreseeing
See Ing Seeing

2.11 Rule 4: Keep The Y
When The Word Ends With "Y" And Has A Vowel Before It You Keep The "Y."
Examples Of This Rule Are:

Res Militaris, vol.13, n°2, January Issue 2023 4677



s mieiTanis Social Science Journal

Boy S Boys
Enjoy Ed Enjoyed
Play Ing Playing
Buy Er Buyer
Joy Ful Joyful

Exceptions To This Rule Are:

Pay Ed Paid
Say Ed Said

Another Time To Keep The "Y" Is If The Suffix Starts With The Letter "1." You Cannot
Have Two I's In A Row. Examples Of This Rule Are:

Worry Ing Worrying
Copy Ing Copying
Carry Ing Carrying
Supply Ing Supplying
Marry Ing Marrying

2.12 Rule 5: Change The Y Into |
When The Word Has A Consonant Before The "Y," You Will Change The "Y" To A
Letter "I,” Then Add The Suffix. Examples Of This Rule Are:

Beauty Ful Beautiful
Baby S Babies
Army S Armies
Duty Ful Dutiful
Happy Ness Happiness

Keep In Mind That There Are Exceptions To This Rule, Such As:

Dry Er Dryer
Baby Hood Babyhood
Lady Ship Ladyship

2.13 Rule 6: Changing IE To Y
When A Word Ends In "le,” Change The Ending To A "Y" When You Add The Suffix
-Ing. Examples Of This Rule Are:

Die Ing Dying
Tie Ing Tying
Untie Ing Untying
Lie Ing Lying
Vie Ing Vying

Https://Grammar.Y ourdictionary.Com/Grammar/Spelling-And-Word-Lists/Suffix-
Spelling-Rules.Html.
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2.14 Previous Studies

Some Researchers Have Investigated The Area Of Affixation And Writing Paragraphs.
Sulaema, In (2018) In His Research Finds Out That Students’ Ability In Writing Paragraph
Using English Affixation Was (6.6 To 7.5) And Classified Them As Fairly Good. His Research
Showed That The Students’ Ability Is Still Moderate. The Researcher Also Finds Out That
Factors Which Influence The Learners’ Ability In Writing Paragraphs Using English
Affixation Was Due To The Lack Of Motivation And Understanding Of Affixes.

Another Prior Study Of Tabassam, A., Husnat. & Baby, Sumera & Naseem, Sadaf.
(2021) Investigated The Importance Of Affixation They Defined The Affixation Process By
Discussing All Facts Of Suffixes, Prefixes, And Infix Under The Teaching Practices Of The
English Language. After Analyzing The Test Of The Students, It Was Concluded That The
Students Of Primary Level Have A Bad Understanding Of Affixes. The Study Also Suggested
That Teachers Should Change Their Traditional Methods Of Teaching And Have To Engage
Students In Practicing New Vocabulary With The Help Of Affixes. As Well As That The
Course Of Morphology Should Be Taught As A Scientific Strategy For Learning, In Other
Words We Should Break A Word Into Morphemes, Analyze Both The Root And Suffix Of
The Word For Recognizable Morphemes. This Will Help The Students To Comprehend And
Have A Clear Understanding About How Prefixes, Suffixes, And Roots Are Used, And How
Words Change.

Another Paper Focuses On The Area Of Affixation Use Was Conducted By Angrayni,
Maya In (2019). This Paper Comes Out With The Results That Students Are Faced With Four
Difficulties In Using Affixation; Firstly, When Detecting The Form Of Word, Secondly, When
Deciding The Appropriate Affixations, Thirdly, When Selecting The Type Of Affixations, And
Finally, They Are Having Lack Of VVocabulary. However, Students Have Different Effective
Strategies To Overcome Their Difficulties Regarding The Use Of Affixation.

Another Study Of Wanda, (2010) Which Was An Analysis Of Affixation Of Obama’s
Speech In The University Of Indonesia. In His Analysis The Writer Focuses On Prefixes And
Suffixes Occurred In The Speech Text And Depended Mainly On The Form, Distribution And
Function Of Affixes. The Focus Was On The Most Dominant Affix And The Function Used
In The Text. The Writer Also Supported His Study By Some Relevant Books And Thesis Used
To Support The Idea Of Analysis. It Was Written By Maharani In (2013) Titled With ©’
Analysis Of Prefixes And Suffixes Of Pariaman Dialect In West Sumatra’’. This Study
Concludes That Affixes In Minangkabau Pariaman Dialect Can Be Subdivided Into Prefixes
And Suffixes. The Form Of Prefixes Has Five, They Are (Sa-, Ba-, Ma-, Pa-, Ta-). It Has Two
Suffixes, They Are (-An, -1). The Prefixes And Suffixes In Pariaman Dialect Differ From Each
Other In Terms Of Form, Distribution Function And Meaning Based On Context When And
Where The Language Used In Daily Life.

Another Study Of Arif In (2014) Comes Out That The Implications For Teaching And
Learning Are Significant. This Research Focused Into The Morphological Awareness Points
That Students Who Understand How Words Are Formed By Combining Prefixes, Suffixes,
And Roots Have Larger Lexicon And Better Reading Comprehension Than Those Without
Such Knowledge And Skills. Therefore, Vocabulary Rich Lesson Contents Should Be
Accompanied By Teaching Morphological Awareness In Language Teaching. This Supports
Our Research Main Ideas And Proves The Role Of Affixes In Developing Student’s Skills
Whether In Reading Comprehension Or Writing Skills.
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3.0 Methodology

The Purpose Of This Study Is To Investigate Affixation Problems Encounter EFL
Learners Which Hinders Their Ability In Writing Paragraphs; In Other Words, Whether EFL
Students Of King Khalid University Have This Command Of Affixation Which Might Develop
Their Skill Of Writing Paragraph. In This Study, The Researchers Used Qualitative Research
Method For Collecting Data.

3.1 Instruments
This Study Adopts The Descriptive Analytical Method. The Target Population In This
Research Was Taken From About (60) EFL Students Of King Khalid University.

3.2 Participants
The Target Population For This Study Includes EFL Students From King Khalid
University English Department. Students Were Taken From Levels Eight And Nine.

4.0 Results And Discussion

After Testing EFL Students Of King Khalid University (Female Campus) We Come
To Find That They Highly Possess Enough Knowledge About The Use Of Affixation (Suffixes
And Prefixes) Which Enables Them To Have A Command Of The Writing Of Paragraphs
From Their Wide Experience Which They Received In The Course Of Morphology They Took
Which Was Observed From The SPSS Analyses Which Was A Great Support For The
Research Outcome Which Threaded All The Research Different Parts Together Leading Us To
The Following Results, Discussion And Findings;

The Test Was Comprised Of Words Carrying Affixes Options Of A Prefix And Suffix
Were Given And The Students Have To Choose The Correct In Each Word. The Percentage
And Explanations For Each Question Is Discussed In The Tables Below Which Shows The
Response And The Figure Which Clarify The Responses Given By The Respondents;

improper -1

- a- im-
@ b-er
18.9% c- prop
&3 a-Im
e |

Question And Figure (1);

In The Word (Improper) The Prefix (-Im) Was Chosen By (75.7%) Of The Respondent
Which Was The Correct And Highest Response, While (18.9%) Choose The Suffix (Er).
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recycle -2

i a-re-
@ b- cycle
c- e

a a-re

Question And Figure (2);

In The Word (Recycle) (81.1%) Chose The Prefix (Re) Which Was The Highest And
Correct Response, While (13.5%) Chose (Cycle). Others As Seen In Figure (2) Chose The (E)
As A Suffix.

laws -3

w a-la
® b-s
c- law

Question And Figure (3);

In The Word (Laws) (75.7%) Of The Respondents Chose The Suffix (S) Which Was
The Highest And Correct Response, While (13.5%) Chose The Root Word (Law) And (10.8%)
Chose (La) As A Prefix.

contamination -4

@ a-con
@ b-ion
c- non

Question And Figure (4);

In The Word (Contamination) (73%) Chose The Suffix (-lon) Which Was The Highest
And Correct Response, While (10.8%) Chose The Given Option(Non). (16.2%) Chose (-Con)
As A Prefix.
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subterranean -5

@ a- sub
@ b- terranean
c-an

Question And Figure (5);

In The Word (Subterranean) (75.7%) Of The Respondent Chose The Prefix(-Sub)
Which Was The Correct And Highest Response, While (13.5%) Chose The Stem Word
(Terranean) And (10.8%) Chose (-An) As A Suffix.

sources -6

- a-==s
- b-s

C- source

Question And Figure (6);

In The Word (Source) (56.8%) Chose The Suffix (-S) Which Was The Highest And
Correct Response, While (29.7%) Chose Not The (-S) As A Suffix But The (Es). Others Chose
The Root Word (Source) And They Were (13.5%).

Relocating o4
G BT

- a-re
@ b- locate

. c- relocate

Question And Figure (7);

In The Word (Relocating) (89.2%) Chose (Re) As A Prefix Which Was The Highest
Response And The Correct Option. While Some Chose (Locate) And Few Chose (Relocate).
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Relocating -8
L 3T

@ a- locating
@ b- locate
c—-img

\

Question And Figure (8);

In The Word (Relocating) The Focus Was On The Suffix (-Ing) Which Represented
(78.4%) Of The Participants Response. It Was The Highest And Correct Response. Some
Chose (Locate) And They Were (13.5%), While Others Chose (Locating) And They Were
(8.1%).

Dumps -9

- a-dump
@ b-s

c-ps

Question And Figure (9);

In The Word (Dump) The Highest And Correct Response Was (78.4%) For The
Suffix(-S). (10.8%) Chose (Dump) And (-Ps) As A Stem Word And Suffix Respectively.

Mecessarily -10

o a-ly
@ b-ily

c-nec

Question And Figure (10);

In The Word (Necessarily) The Suffix (-Ly) Received A Response That Is (45.9%)
Which Was The Correct Answer And It Was Not The Highest Response Received When
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Compared With (-1ly) Which Was (48.6%) Chosen As A Suffix. Others Chose (-Nec) As A

Prefix.

o =-in
@ b- credible
c- incredible

Incredibly -11

s 37

Question And Figure (11);

In The Word (Incredibly) (75.7%) Chose The Prefix (-In) Which Was The Highest And
Correct Response, While (13.5%) Chose The Root Word (Credible) And Others Chose
(Incredible) Which Represented (10.8%) , Which Shows Their Misunderstanding And
Confusion Which Was Seen In The Total Of The Incorrect Response (24.6%).

18.9%

@ a-ible
@ b- credible
c- W

Incredibly -12

Question And Figure (12);

In The Word (Incredibly) The Focus Was On The Suffix (-Y) And Successfully The
Respondents Gave The Correct Answer Which Represented The Highest Response (64.9%),
While (18.9%) Chose (-lble) As A Suffix And Others (16.2%) Chose The Root Word
(Credible). Those Who Misunderstood The Question Represent Around (35.1%) Out Of

(64.9%) Whom They Gave The Correct Response.
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Unhealthful -13
L 37

& a-un

@ b- health
c- healthful
@ c- hiul
___‘

Question And Figure (13);

In The Word (Unhealthful) (83.8%) Chose The Correct Answer, The Prefix (-Un).
Others Choose (Health), (Healthful) And (-Hful). The Percentage Of Those Who Understood
The Question When Compared With Others As Seen In The Figure Is High.

Unhealthful -14

5, 36

@ a- unhealthy
@ b- health
c-tihful

-

Question and Figure (14);

In the Word (Unhealthful) (38.9%) Chose the Correct Answer, The Suffix (-Ful). While
Others Chose (Unhealthy) The Word and They Were (36.1%) And (25%) Choose (Health).
Those Who Misunderstood the Question Represent Around (61.1%) Out Of (38.9%) Whom
They Gave the Correct Response.

Preceding -15

@ a- precede
@ b-ing

C- pre

Question and Figure (15);
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In the Word (Preceding) (67.6%) Chose the Correct Answer That Is the Suffix (-Ing),
While (18.9%) Chose the Prefix (-Pre) And Others Chose The Root Word (Precede) And They
Were (13.5%). Those Who Misunderstood the Question Represent Around (32.4%) Out Of

(67.6%) Whom They Gave the Correct Response.

Discovery -16

37

@ a- dis

@ b- covery
c- discover

Question and Figure (16);

In the Word (Discovery) (83.8%) Chose The Correct Answer The Prefix(-Dis) And It
Was The Highest Respond. (13.5%) Chose (Covery) And Few Chose (Discover).

- N
Discovery -17
U 36

@& a- cover
@ b-very
C-y

»

Question and Figure (17);

In the Word (Discovery) The Focus Was on The Suffix (-Y) Were (77.8%) Gave The
Correct Answer. (16.7%) Chose (Cover) And Few Chose (Very).

Authorities -18
S 37
@ a- auithority
@ b-ies
c- author
Question and Figure (18);
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In the Word (Authorities) About (86.5%) Chose the Suffix (-les) Which Was The
Highest And Correct Response. (8.1%) Chose (Author), While Few Chose (Authority).

Incredulous -19

g 37

a3 a-in
@ b- credulous
Cc- ous

Question and Figure (19);

In the Word (Incredulous) About (62.2%) Chose The Prefix (-In) Which Was The
Highest And Correct Response. Others (27%) Chose (-Ous) As A Suffix, While (10.8%) Chose
The Word (Credulous).

Unbelievable -20

N 37

& a-un
@ b- believe
c- be

Question and Figure (20);

In the Word (Unbelievable) (83.8%) Chose The Prefix (-Un), While Some Chose The
Word (Believe) And Few Chose (-Be) As A Suffix.

continues =21

@ a- ues
@ b-s

C— Con

Question And Figure (21);
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In The Word (Continues) About (73%) Chose The Suffix (-S) And It Was The Highest
Response As Well As The Correct One. Others (18.9%) Chose (-Ues) As A Suffix, While
(8.1%) Chose (-Con) As A Prefix.

@ a- Pro
@ b- Froduce
c-d

=

Produced -22

Question and Figure (22);

In the Word (Produced) About (58.3%) Chose The Suffix (-D) And It Was The Highest
Response As Well As The Correct One. Others (33.3%) Chose (-Pro) As A Prefix, While Few
Chose (-D) As A Suffix.

.

® =- believe

@ b- belisvable
c- able

@ a-unb

Y

&, 37

Unbelievable -23

e

Question And Figure (23);

In The Word (Unbelievable) About (70.3%) Chose The Suffix (-Able) And It Was The
Highest Response As Well As The Correct One. Others (16.2%) Chose The Word (Believable),
While Some (10.8%) Chose The Root Word (Believe) And Few Chose (-Unb) As A Prefix.

Conclusion

In Concluding Our Research Paper, The Researchers Come Out From The Different
Previous Researches And Studies Mainly From The Different Views Seen In The Responses
Of English Language Students What Provides A Great Support To The Researchers’ Main
Point And Answers The Research Question That EFL Students Have A Clear Understanding
Of Affixation Which Have Been Seen Clearly In The Above-Mentioned Graphs. The Total Of
The Students Who Have Shown A Credible Understanding Of The Suffixes Was Around
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(37.84%), While Those Who Have Good Command Of The Use Of Prefixes Were Around
(24.33%) Which Shows That The Learners Have A Good Command And Clear Understanding
Of Affixes (Prefixes And Suffixes) , Which In Turn Enhances Their Writing Skills And
Supports Them In Writing Paragraphs. The Students Who Are Aware Of The Appropriate Use
Of Affixes And Have A Clear Understanding Of The Elements Or Parts Of Affixes Itself Will
Have The Ability In The Arrangements Of Clear Sentences Which In Turn Builds The
Paragraph. While Those Students Who Are Weak In Constructing Sentences And Creating
Paragraphs Have Weak Background About The Use Of Affixes. Since It Also Helps Students
In Word Formation, Which In Turn Enriches The Student’s Vocabulary. This Agrees With
What Was Said By Aronoff & Rees-Miller (2017), A New Vocabulary Can Be Born From The
Same Word By Adding A Prefix Or Suffix. The Prefix Is Attached In The Beginning Of The
Word (E.G.: De-, Dis-, Pre-, Un-, Etc.), While Suffix Is Attached In The End Of The Word,
For Example: -Age, -Ure, -lze, -Ing, - Ful, Etc. (Yendra, 2016). Their Knowledge Of Affixation
Stands As A Great Aid Which Provides The Learners With The Important Weapons Needed
By All Skillful Graduate Students Of 21 Century And Supports Them To Find A Space In The
Highly Competitive Working Areas.
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