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Abstract 

Political culture has become a critical analysis in most countries. Political culture is a 

strategy to influence the government of policies and affect a particular party and firm. In 

political culture, there is a system of values and beliefs that are shared by the community. This 

research is aimed at literature analysis, namely to reveal the trend of publications related to 

political culture issues. This study used VOSviewer as an analytical tool. Source of data 

obtained from Scopus as many as 2000 documents. The results show that the most influential 

political culture publications occurred in 2020, which was 265. While the number of 

documents, according to source analysis, was mainly published by the Police (Russian 

Federation), as many as 17 documents and the Journal of Communication was recorded as a 

source publication reached the highest number of citations as 579 citations. Furthermore, the 

research’s domain or theme that is most widely discussed based on keyword analysis is 

‘political culture’ and ‘democracy.’ Then, it was figured out that Colleoni E. (2014) achieved 

the most influential document with 550 citations. Finally, the most influential country in the 

study of political culture is dominated by Europe, in this case, the United Kingdom, with 2710 

citations and 408 documents. Based on the results, it can be concluded that literature study 

through bibliometric analysis is beneficial for researchers in processing extensive data. 

Keywords: bibliometric analysis, Culture, Culture approach, Political culture, Scopus 

database, VOSviewer 

1. Introduction 

For some people, politics is considered a negative issue or awful thing; politics is 

contained many guiles, so politics has become something people hate, whereas the term politics 

refers to a way or strategy to carry out a plan. According to KBI (2008), politics is a knowledge 

of the state administration or state (such as about the system of government and the basics of 

government). However, Heywood (2013) says that politics is a nation’s activity that tries to 

develop, preserve, and alter the broad norms that govern its life. This means it is inextricably 

linked to the symptoms of conflict and collaboration. Almond (1965) stated that politics is an 

activity related to controlling public decision-making in certain societies in certain areas, where 

this control is supported through authoritative and coercive instruments.  

Meanwhile, in Aristotle’s classical theory, politics is an effort taken by citizens to 

realize the common good. In other words, politics is the interaction between the government 

and society in the context of making and implementing binding decisions regarding the 

common good of the people who live in a particular area (Surbakti, 1992). So, a deep meaning, 
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politics is a science that deals with wisdom to carry out a vision and mission (plan). 

As above-stated, politics includes social actions carried out with a specific purpose. It 

is dangerous because only some actions will benefit the community, sometimes only for one-

sided interests. Likewise, Budiardjo (1982) conveyed that politics is a variety of activities in a 

political system (state) that involves the process of determining the goals of the system and 

carrying out those goals, while Mitchell & Mitchell (1969) said that politics is the collective 

decision-making or general policy-making of society as a whole. Therefore, politics is an 

activity that concerns how groups reach decisions that are collective and binding through 

efforts to reconcile differences among their members (Hague & Harrop, 2004). Ultimately, it 

indirectly represents that politics is a way to take harmful actions. 

Similarly, Morlino, Berg-Schlosser, & Badie (2016) expressed that politics are strongly 

affected by the creative conflicts between two views of politics: politics as a social activity 

formed by the use of power or politics as a social function to govern social cohabitation and 

the polity, have a significant influence on politics. Nevertheless, politics has become part of 

the progress of a nation. Countries that do not have a political system will be more complicated 

than countries that already have a political system, regardless of the political objectives. We 

can directly prove the benefits of having a political system in a country or compare it with one 

that does not have it (see Doan & Gulla, 2022; Dinesen & Andersen, 2022; Hendrayana, 

Djatmiko, Abdulhak, & Mudrikah, 2021; Pye & Verba, 2015; Wójtowicz & Szocik, 2021; 

Marijan, 1999). Therefore, political culture is essential. In political culture, the community 

shares a system of values and beliefs (Khoirul Saleh & Achmat Munif, 2015). However, the 

political culture in question is a good participant political culture with a high political 

foundation and community understanding (Fisher, 2016; Nasution, 2014). Swedlow (2013) 

says if politics poses the question of “who gets what, when, where, and how,” political culture 

supplies a big part of the answer. If politics is the “art of the possible,” then political culture 

helps define the limits of that art, for culture defines what is generally permissible in a given 

society. 

Despite the explanation above, political culture has become very crucial to be 

investigated because political culture can be a strategy to influence a government’s policies 

and affect a particular party and firm (see Armagan & Ferreira, 2005; van den Berg, 2011). 

Schuck (2015) argued that political culture does not wholly predetermine policy outcomes, but 

it does create very powerful tendencies and constraints on which outcomes are possible and 

likely. Most strategic decisions are ultimately political (Shepherd, Hodgkinson, Mooi, Elbanna, 

& Rudd, 2020). Therefore, some policies in the central government and the regions are 

generally also determined by political culture. Political culture is thus the manifestation in 

aggregate form of the psychological and subjective dimensions of politics (Freeman, 1986). 

Besides that, political culture relates to the strategy of political parties in determining steps to 

develop their parties. 

Furthermore, political culture shapes how individuals and society act and react 

politically. It determines the types of governmental institutions, how much authority is vested 

in the government, which is given authority and power in the society and government, who is 

allowed to participate in decision-making, and various other elements which relate to the 

interactions of the people with their leaders (Lane, 1992; Paletz & Lipinski, 1994; Maharani et 

al., 2022; Saputra et al., 2022). Based on the explanation above, political culture needs to be 

studied, not only observed through social, law, or public policy merely, but it is crucial to 

conduct a literature study. Once again, political culture greatly influences social order, 

education, government systems, and international relations (Swedlow, 2011; Zong, 2004). By 
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analyzing political culture based on the database, we can find out the gaps in political culture 

that occur in a country or find out what topics are dominant in the discussion, particularly in 

political culture. Also, we can find out some unique facts about a political culture that affects 

social life. Therefore, this study is focused on analyzing political culture using bibliometric 

analysis. At this moment, to achieve the research objectives, the researchers formulated several 

research questions as follows 

1.What are the publication’s trends and its relationship to political culture issues? 

2.What are the most analyzed themes in political culture? 

3.What are the most influential documents in political culture publications? 

4.What are the most influential countries in political culture publication? 

2. Method and data analysis 

2.1 Method  

In this study, researchers first collect the data from Scopus as the primary material for 

bibliometric analysis. So, the data analysis for this bibliometric analysis was obtained from 

Scopus with the keyword ‘POLITICAL CULTURE’ and was accessed on 31 May 2022. These 

data were focused on, in particular, publications over the last ten years, namely from 2013 to 

2022. Scopus was chosen as a database source because it provides the most comprehensive 

overview of global research output in science, technology, health, social science, and the arts 

and humanities (Elsevier, 2020). In other words, Scopus covers a wide journal range and offers 

the capability for citation analysis. That is why researchers prefer to collect data in Scopus 

because it is much more complete and reliable (see De Granda-Orive, Alonso-Arroyo, & Roig-

Vázquez, 2011; Martín-Martín, Orduna-Malea, Thelwall, & Delgado López-Cózar, 2018; 

Meho, 2019; Norris & Oppenheim, 2007; Thelwall, 2018) 

2.2 Data Analysis 

The data used in this study, as many as 2000 documents, were converted to “CSV” and 

analyzed using VOSviewer version 1.6.18 (van Eck & Waltman, 2022). VOSviewer is a 

software tool for creating maps based on network data and for visualizing and exploring these 

maps (van Eck & Waltman, 2010; van Eck & Waltman, 2016). VOSviewer is applied not only 

for data visualization but also to determine several types of analysis, such as the relationship 

between co-authorship and organization, co-occurrence relationship with the author, citation 

relationship with the author’s country, and so on (Eck & Waltman, 2016; Hassan et al., 2022). 

In addition, Tableau Public version 2021.4, intelligence software, is also used for data 

visualization (Hoelscher & Mortimer, 2018). So, these two bibliometric literature analysis tools 

are used to obtain detailed data while presenting data with an attractive appearance 

3. Results and discussion 

The research results were organized and described based on the formulation problem 

in the following section. The research results for each formulation problem are mostly in figures 

and tables. Of course, those results are reliable based on the software tool analysis, namely 

VOSviewer. Further, all the results were presented as follows.  

1. The publication’s trends of political culture and its relationship 

In this section, the results are divided into several parts, namely a) the annual publication trends, 

and b) the Citation based-Source Analysis  
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a. The annual publication of Political Culture 

The following data is the result obtained from VOSviewer. As stated above, the data are 

publications over the last 10 years namely from 2013 to 2022.  

 
Figure 1. The Number of Political Culture publications each year 

The analysis results shown in Fig. 1 above are the number of publications on Political 

culture research. Notably, the lowest number of Political Culture publications was in 2022, at 

89 documents. Of course, this number is not too bad, considering that the research was 

conducted in mid-2022. Compared to the last ten years, namely in 2013, the number of Political 

culture publications was 159 documents. Then, in 2014 there was an increase of 214 

documents. Two years after that, the number of Political Culture publications decreased 

slightly. However, a year later, in 2017, there was an increase to 223 documents. Three years 

later, in 2020, there was a significant increase of 265 documents. Based on the results above, 

it can be concluded that the number of researches on political culture always increases yearly. 

It is not surprising that the results have increased because the current social reality shows 

various political upheavals in various countries (see Nathan, 2007; Pakhomov, 2022; 

Sairambay, 2021), for example, in Germany, which has just finished conducting elections. It is 

already clear that what is needed is a new political culture of enablement and participation 

(Ueberschär, 2021). Thus, many researchers study these conditions or phenomena related to 

political culture issues. 

In addition to the results of the annual publication analysis shown above, there are also 

other analysis results, namely the number of publications produced by each journal, especially 

the study of Political culture, as shown in Figure 2. 

 
Figure 2. The Top 20 Journals that have the Highest Number of Documents in Political 

Culture Publications 

The analysis results (Fig. 2) were obtained from VOSviewer in 2000 data based on 
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citation analysis with weights documents. It showed several publication sources, especially 

political culture. As a result, there are 20 journals with the highest number of document 

publications. The most significant number of document publications produced by the Police 

(Russian Federation) was 17 documents. Then, it was followed by Democratization and 

Political Quarterly with 11 documents. In the third position, there are two publication sources, 

namely the Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences and Zeitschrift fur Vergleichende 

Politicwissenschaft, each of which produced ten documents. 

Furthermore, there are four publication sources, namely Historia y Contemporanea, 

Historia y Politica, History, and Religions, each of which published nine documents. Likewise, 

World Economy and International Relations, Parliamentary History, History of European 

Ideas, and the International Journal of Communication each published eight documents. In 

addition, five publication sources produce the same number of political culture documents, 

namely seven. Lastly, the German Politics and Social Science Quarterly; issued six documents. 

b. The Citation based-Source Analysis 

The data shown below is the result of a citation analysis by source. Out of 1153 sources, 

only 1000 are shown. These results are determined by VOSviewer automatically as an 

analytical tool based on its total link strength. From the 1000 sources, only the top 20 journal 

sources were selected based on the source analysis as described in Table 1. 

Table 1. The Top 20 journals with the Most Citations 

No Source Documents Citations Total Link Strength 

1 Journal of Communication 2 579 1 

2 American Sociological Review 2 182 2 

3 Environmental Politics 3 137 1 

4 Nature Climate Change 1 115 0 

5 International Studies Review 1 93 0 

6 Time & Society 1 91 0 

7 International Studies of Press/Politics 3 86 0 

8 Energy Research and social Science 1 84 1 

9 Party Politics 1 80 0 

10 European Politics Science Review 3 79 1 

11 Social Studies of Science 1 76 0 

12 Electoral Studies 2 74 1 

13 Social Problems 2 72 0 

14 State Politics and Policy Quarterly 3 68 1 

15 Planning theory 1 68 0 

16 Political Quarterly 11 66 0 

17 Journal of Spanish Culture Studies 1 64 1 

18 Social Science Quarterly 6 62 2 

19 Journal of Southeast European Black Sea 2 59 0 

20 Mediterranean Politics 2 58 0 

In Table 1 above, 20 journals/sources have different numbers of citations. First, the 

journal with the most citations was achieved by the Journal of Communication with 579 

citations, followed by the American Sociological Review with 182 citations. Next, 

Environmental Politics with 137 citations and Nature Climate Change with 115 citations. So, 

four journal sources have over 100 citations. The fifth position is International Studies Review 

with 93 citations, and the sixth is Time & Society with 91 citations. Then, there are three 

journals/sources with many citations above 80, International Studies of Press/Politics and 
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Energy Research and Social Science. 

Meanwhile, there are four journals with citations above 70 and 5 journals with citations 

below 70. Finally, there are two journals, namely the Journal of Southeast European Black Sea 

and Mediterranean Politics, each of which has citations below 60. In addition, the data in table 

1 above can be observed directly in Figure 3 below. This result is a visual form obtained from 

the VOSviewer analysis. 

 
Figure 3. Overlay visualization of the top 20 most citations based on source analysis 

The results in the visual form (Fig. 3) can be directly observed in the difference in the 

number of citations on each source/journal by looking at the red circles or called nodes. The 

larger the node, the higher the number of citations, and vice versa. The Journal of 

Communication with the highest number of citations tends to have a large node size. Likewise, 

other sources have different node sizes based on the citations obtained. These results, especially 

data on the annual publication trends and the citation-based-source Analysis, serve as indicators 

to readers, researchers, and academics that the study of Political culture is constantly being 

carried out and continues to grow. With these results, we finally know that the dominant 

political culture publications are in journals related to communication, politics, and other social 

matters. At the same time, the above results prove that political culture is the subjective concept 

of politics; concerning people’s beliefs, perceptions of history, and identification focuses 

(Almond & Verba, 1963; Fleron, 1996; Nathan, 2007; Sairambay, 2021). 

2. The most analyzed themes in the political culture 

Mostly, keywords used in a paper or article are just a shortcut or remarks to be put in 

the URL so that some relevant issues or other research articles can be figured out. However, 

the importance of keywords is more than just a shortcut for searching. Keywords are one of the 

identifications of a research theme or domain of research, apart from the research title (Babaii 

& Taase, 2013; Chen & Xiao, 2016; Choi, Yi, & Lee, 2011). Hence, the following Figure 4 

shows all keywords related to political culture publications that were obtained from a 2000 

database that was analyzed using VOSviewer. 
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Figure 4. Network Visualization of All keywords based on Co-occurrences analysis on 

Political Culture Publication 

Figure 4 above contains several keywords that are connected. These keywords are 

research domains or research themes in political culture. Each keyword has a distinguishing 

feature: a different color and node size. The node's size indicates the frequency of occurrence 

of the word in the study of Political culture. The data above shows that the research theme that 

appears the most is ‘political culture,’ as many as 427. Then, followed by ‘democracy’ as many 

as 144, ‘politics’ as many as 79, ‘political participation’ as many as 44, ‘citizenship’ as many 

as 44, ‘United State’ is 42, ‘culture’ is 41, ‘nationalism’ is 40, ‘governance approach’ is 37, 

‘liberalism’ is 37, ‘elections’ is 35, ‘political history’ is 34, ‘China’ is 33, ‘ideology’ is 31, 

‘human’ is 29, ‘party politics’ is 28, ‘religion’ is 28, ‘gender’ is 27, ‘democratization’ is 26, 

‘political system’ is 26, ‘political cultures’ is 26, 25 ‘Spain,’ is 25 ‘revolution,’ is 24 

‘leadership’ is 24, ‘governance’ is 24, ‘civil society is 23, ‘social movement is 23, 

‘authoritarianism’ is 23, ‘social media is 23. Next, ‘identity’ is 22, ‘political discourse’ is 22, 

‘corruption,’ “human rights” is as many as 22, “United Kingdom” as many as 21, and so on.   

Based on the data above, it can be concluded that the research domain or the most 

analyzed theme, especially in the field of political culture, can be identified through keywords 

(Nguyen, Park, & Yeo, 2021). It is in line with Xu & Zhang (2021) say that keywords can help 

to filter and find interesting information for users from large amounts of texts. In addition, the 

more a term is used in keywords, it will form a series of important information in the algorithm 

(Yu et al., 2017; Lu, Li, Liu, & Cheng, 2019). 

3. The most influential documents in the political culture publication 

The results are from authors with documents with a high number of citations, especially 

in Political culture publications. The document is marked with the year of publication. So, of 

the 2000 documents that were analyzed using VOSviewer, the top 20 names of influential 

authors were selected, as described in Table 2 below. 
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Table 2. The top 20 of most influential documents in the political culture publication 

No. Documents Citations Links 

1 Colleoni E. (2014) 550 1 

2 OliverJ.E. (2014) 293 0 

3 Mcrobbie A. (2015) 183 0 

4 Bonikowski B. (2016) 130 1 

5 Kaarbo J. (2015) 93 0 

6 Fuchs C. (2014) 91 0 

7 Chilvers J. (2018) 84 1 

8 March L. (2015) 80 0 

9 Matisoff D.C. (2014) 70 1 

10 Inch A. (2015) 68 0 

11 Norris P. (2013) 67 1 

12 Sampedro V. (2014) 64 1 

13 Lukuslu D. (2016) 58 0 

14 O’brien T.L (2015a) 52 1 

15 Oni A.A (2017) 51 1 

16 Chaisty P. (2015) 51 0 

17 Sass J. (2016) 49 2 

18 Boubekeur A. (2016) 49 0 

19 Sloam J. (2016) 47 0 

20 Boyer D. (2013) 46 1 

Table 2 above shows that the highest citation was the document from Colleoni E. (2014), 

with 550 citations. It was followed by document’s Oliver J.E. (2014) as many as 293. Furthermore, 

documents from Mcrobbie A. (2015) have as many as 183 citations and Bonikowski B. (2016) as 

many as 130. In addition, other authors who also contributed to the study of political culture but 

had less than 100 citations, among others, Kaarbo J. (2015), Fuchs C. (2014), Chilvers J. (2018), 

March L. (2015), Matisoff D.C. (2014), Inch A. (2015), Norris P. (2013), Sampedro V. (2014), 

Lukuslu D. (2016), O’Brien T.L (2015a), Oni A. A (2017), Chaisty P. (2015), Sass J. (2016), 

Boubekeur A. (2016), Sloam J. (2016), and lastly, Boyer D. (2013). 

Furthermore, the above document can also be seen clearly through the following data 

visualization, in particular Figure 5. In the figure, it is clear that the difference between each 

document has a low number of citations and a high number of citations; for example, the 

Colleoni E. (2014) document with 550 citations tends to have a large and very dominant node. 

On the other hand, the Oliver J. E. (2014) document also has large nodes. Likewise, other 

documents have node sizes that vary according to the number of citations.  

 
Figure 5. Overlay visualization of most influential documents based on citation analysis 
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4. Based on our data aforementioned, what makes the document so influential? Of 

course, there is no doubt that all these documents became very influential due to the impact of 

the research results on issues of political culture. As it has already been stated, the effect of 

political culture can touch all aspects of life, whether social, legal, educational, technological, 

and so on (see Boyer, 2013), so that affects many people and vice versa; many people pay 

attention to this issue. For example, in China. One of the reasons why Chinese society does not 

achieve significant population happiness is because it is influenced by China’s authoritarian 

political culture and state regime, whose policies hinder people’s hopes and desires for 

democratization of government (Liu, Gao, & Huang, 2020). Thus, the political culture of a 

country can determine the developments that occur in its territory (see Fleron, 1996; Almond, 

1965). 

5. The most influential countries on political culture publication 

This section focuses on disclosing countries that have made significant contributions to 

political culture studies to achieve the research objectives. In this case, two indicators 

determine whether the country is included in the list of influential countries in the publication 

of political culture: the number of documents and the number of citations. Thus, the following 

are 20 countries that have been selected as influential countries in the study of political culture, 

as described in Table 3 below. 

Table 3. The Top 20 of most influence countries on political culture publication 

No Countries Documents Citations Total Link Strength 

1 United State 276 2074 28 

2 United Kingdom 408 2710 17 

3 Germany 98 569 14 

4 Australia 75 587 12 

5 South Korea 23 165 8 

6 China 38 155 6 

7 Austria 16 115 5 

8 Canada 79 394 5 

9 Sweden 35 231 5 

10 Spain 113 251 4 

11 Ukraine 16 24 4 

12 Italy 71 735 3 

13 Poland 21 33 3 

14 Russian Federation 116 122 3 

15 Greece 9 58 2 

16 Ireland 10 14 2 

17 Mexico 32 73 2 

18 Norway 19 141 2 

19 South Africa 32 123 2 

20 Bangladesh 2 21 1 

Many countries have studied political culture based on a database analysis of as many 

as 2000 documents using VOSviewer. As stated in Table 3 above, the first country with a high 

number of documents and citations is the United Kingdom, followed by the United States. 

Next, there is Italy, with 735 citations and 71 documents. Then there is also Germany, which 

has 569 citations and 98 documents, while Australia has a higher number of citations than 

Germany, which is 587 but only has 75 documents. In addition, six countries, namely South 

Korea, China, Austria, the Russian Federation, South Africa, and Norway, have less than 200 
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citations. Then, there are also countries with lower citation gains under 30, namely Ukraine, 

Bangladesh, and Ireland. In the end, with these data, the most dominant countries in studying 

political culture issues are the UK, the US, and several other countries in other parts of Europe. 

In Asia, there are China, South Korea, and Bangladesh. 

Apart from the data above, in a further analysis of the most influential countries, 

especially on the publication of political culture using the VOSviewer, it is recorded that 1000 

countries have researched the same issue, as shown in Figure 6 part (a). On the other hand, it 

was noted that only a few connected countries researched political culture. These countries are 

then divided into 9 clusters, as shown in Figure 6 section (b) below. 

Firstly, cluster 1 consists of 5 countries: Chile, Germany, Mexico, Poland, and Ukraine. 

Secondly, cluster 2 consists of 5 countries: Croatia, France, Italy, Russian Federation, and 

Spain. Furthermore, cluster 3 consists of 4 countries: Ireland, the Netherlands, Nigeria, and the 

United Kingdom. Fourthly, cluster 4 consists of 4 countries: Australia, Greece, Bangladesh, 

and Norway. Fifthly, cluster 5 consists of 3 countries: Austria, Hong Kong, and South Korea. 

Then cluster 6 consists of 3 countries: Botswana, South Africa, and Sweden. Then, cluster 7 

consists of 2 countries, namely China and Israel. Meanwhile, cluster 8 comprises five countries, 

namely Canada and New Zealand. Finally, cluster 9 comprises five countries, namely Denmark 

and the United States of America.  

 
Figure 6. a) Network visualization mapping of all countries that have a huge contribution on 

political culture publication. b) Network visualization mapping of countries that have 

connection with each other related to political culture studies. 
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To sum up, the dominance of several countries, in this case, Europe and America, in 

the study of political culture can be a benchmark to determine the level of awareness or public 

participation in political matters. However, this result does not guarantee that the current 

political culture in those countries above always runs well. Many factors influence the political 

culture of each country over time and are certainly influenced by various social phenomena 

and other cultural developments (see Whiten, Hinde, Laland, & Stringer, 2011; Wells et al., 

2017; Perrin, 2005). In essence, political culture is very dynamic and challenging to describe 

because it contains political elements; however, in fact, there are good values for social 

progress. 

4. Conclusion 

Using VOSviewer as an analytical tool in this literature study, several points/research 

results need to be underlined; in the last ten years, the most political culture publications 

occurred in 2020, which was 265. In comparison, the number of documents published mainly 

by the Police (Russian Federation) is as many as 17. The Journal of Communication was 

recorded as a source publication and reached the highest number of citations, as many as 579 

citations based on source analysis type. Furthermore, the research domain or theme most 

widely discussed based on keyword analysis is ‘political culture’ and ‘democracy.’ Also, it 

found that Colleoni E. (2014) achieved the most influential document with 550 citations. 

Finally, the most influential country in the study of political culture is dominated by Europe, 

in this case, the United Kingdom, with 2710 citations and 408 documents. Based on the results 

of this study, a literature study through bibliometric analysis is constructive for researchers in 

processing large amounts of data. At the end of this section, further research, especially in the 

study of political culture, can be focused on disclosing the factors that influence the political 

culture of a country.  
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