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Abstract 

This article delves deeply into complex and critical issues and challenges confronting India's 

robust democracy in the present time. It involves multifaceted themes, such as decline of 

liberal democracy index, freedom of expression, shrinking space of civil society and its 

participation into the democratic process. In this article attempts are made to highlights the 

major concerns of civic literacy and political participation and other allied issues such as 

voter engagement, election malpractices, and role of money, media, technology and electoral 

reforms. Furthermore, this article also highlights issues associated with underrepresentation 

of marginalized groups, communal politics, insufficient staffing and partisan influence on the 

election commission, gender disparity in representation, voter identification discrepancies, 

and cyber security in electoral systems. In the way forward authors suggest some measures 

and strategies for confronting complex challenges such as enhancing outreach campaigns, 

ensuring the participation of marginalized groups into democratic process. Finally, it 

concludes by emphasizing the need for collaboration among diverse entities, such as 

government institutions, civil societies, and individuals, in ensuring the upholding of India's 

democratic ideals and principles through civic literacy and participation.  

 

Keywords: Democracy, Representation, Communal politics, Gender, Electoral systems, 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Indian democracy known as second largest democracy in the world has since 1950 

onwards witnessed a rich electoral process. Since inception of general elections conducted in 

1951-52, India has been the site of the most extensive democratic exercises undertaken 

globally. Throughout the course of time, the electoral process has experienced numerous 

alterations in order to effectively cater to the varied requirements of its extensive populace. 

The elections serve as a fundamental pillar of the democratic system in India. The provision 

of the power to select their representatives and influence the trajectory of the nation is 

afforded to citizens. The significance of elections extends beyond the mere act of choosing 

political leaders, as they provide a venue for the expression of complaints, addressing socio-

economic concerns, and the need for transformative measures. Elections in India, being 
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conducted in a highly varied nation, hold significant importance in facilitating fair 

representation and amplifying the voices of the oppressed groups (Ahuja, A., Naseemullah, 

A., &Ostermann, S. 2021). The issue of safeguarding free and fair elections in India, despite 

its status as the world's largest democracy, remains a struggle. Instances of unlawful seizure 

of polling stations for the purpose of manipulating voting outcomes persist in certain regions, 

albeit with a decreasing frequency observed over time. The issue of parties and candidates 

distributing cash and gifts to voters in order to influence them continues to be a matter that 

necessitates stringent enforcement measures. The persistent breach of integrity is observed 

through the utilization of intimidation and physical force as means to dissuade voters 

affiliated with opposing political parties, particularly in rural regions. The utilization of 

Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) in India has brought about a significant transformation 

in the election procedure, facilitating expedited and enhanced precision in the outcome 

determination. Nevertheless, these entities have encountered difficulties and doubts 

pertaining to their security and reliability.  

Instances of tampering with electronic voting machines (EVMs) and the selective 

manipulation of results at a decentralized level continue to exist, albeit in a restricted manner. 

To sustain public faith in technology-based voting systems, it is imperative to address these 

concerns through the implementation of transparent practices in the operation of Electronic 

Voting Machines (EVMs) and the regular conduction of audits. Persistent concerns regarding 

the accuracy of voter registration lists and the potential exclusion of legitimate voters exist in 

certain jurisdictions. Instances occur where political parties and candidates transgress the 

established code of conduct pertaining to campaign activities and public speeches. 

Nevertheless, it is crucial to acknowledge that India possesses an autonomous Election 

Commission that diligently oversees and curtails any instances of misconduct. India's 

commendable democratic track record is exemplified by the consistent and uninterrupted 

practice of conducting free, fair, and peaceful transfers of power between political parties. 

Elections are generally characterized by a significant level of public trust and widespread 

acceptance of the outcomes. While certain difficulties continue to exist, it is argued that 

claims of extensive manipulation or deficiencies in democratic processes are exaggerated. 

The utilization of advanced technologies and increased attentiveness have contributed to the 

heightened robustness of polls in the world's largest democracy (Susilowati, Yunus, 

&Zahrotunnimah, 2019).  

 

The Present state of Indian Democracy: Declining in Indexes  

In Indian democracy confronting through different challenges. In last one decade between 

2012-2022, there is massive decline in India’s democracy indexes. Indi’s Democracy Index 

massively declined in 2012 Liberal Democracy Index (LDI) was 0.54 now it is 0.31, the 

Electoral Democracy Index (EDI) was 0.67 now 0.45. The Participatory Democracy Index 

(PDI) was 0.45 to 0.26. The declining figures is worrying aspects for the future of India’s 

Democracy.  The other important aspect of democracy such as clean elections index, core 

civil society indexes, freedom of expression, academic freedom, fair and transparent 
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elections, institutional autonomy, etc. In this report it is highlight that in Asia pacific region 

Indi’s democracy rapidly moving towards the autocratization (p.23)4 

Challenges Before Indian Democracy: Thematic Analysis 

Purchasing Power: The Role of Money in Political Influence 

The role of money on Indian electoral processes holds considerable significance, hence 

potentially yielding profound consequences for the democratic fabric of the nation. The 

impact of financial resources on political processes frequently results in disparities in 

representation, since individuals with greater monetary means possess a distinct advantage 

over their counterparts. The issue of financial influence poses a significant obstacle to the 

integrity of elections and the democratic process in India. One of the prominent concerns 

pertaining to financial influence encompasses the substantial expenditures incurred by 

candidates in India throughout their electoral campaigns, encompassing publicity, travel, 

rallies, and workforce-related expenses. This phenomenon introduces a bias in political 

competitiveness that favours candidates with higher levels of wealth. Candidates are expected 

to adhere to restrictions on their campaign expenses; nevertheless, these limitations are 

frequently subject to flexible interpretations and lack stringent enforcement. There is a 

growing call to reduce the existing limitations (Setiyawan&Mashdurohatun, 2021). There 

exists a deficiency in the regulatory framework pertaining to transparency in political and 

campaign finance origins. The inclusion of anonymous donors facilitates the occurrence of 

quid pro quo corruption. The widespread occurrence of parties engaging in the direct 

distribution of cash, booze, or gifts as a means to sway votes is prevalent. Despite being 

prohibited, the challenge of curbing this behaviour persists due to inadequate enforcement 

measures. The interconnection among entrepreneurs, corporate entities, and political 

candidates leads to compromised policies that exhibit a bias towards major contributors. The 

distortion of democracy is evident in this situation. Resistance to reform is a common 

occurrence among political parties, as they frequently join forces to oppose measures such as 

increased openness in political finance, implementation of audits, and reduction of 

expenditure limitations. This collective resistance is driven by the recognition that these 

reforms have a broad impact on all parties involved. Candidates and political parties with 

substantial financial resources possess a distinct advantage when it comes to conducting 

costly electoral campaigns. There are further apprehensions pertaining to the practice of vote-

buying. The Election Commission has put out a series of proposals, including the 

introduction of electoral bonds, the disclosure of criminal records of candidates, and 

measures to prevent the misuse of financial resources during elections. However, the 

implementation and enforcement of reforms that provide equitable conditions necessitate the 

presence of political determination. Addressing campaign financing issues and ensuring 

openness in political funding are of utmost importance. By diminishing the influence of 

monetary factors in electoral campaigns, we can strive to create a more equitable 

environment that affords each candidate an equal opportunity to engage in the democratic 

process (Laanela, P, T. 2021). 

 

 

 
 



 

2721 

ResMilitaris,vol.12,n°6,Winter Spring 2022  
 

From Allegations to Assembly: Criminal Charges and Political Trajectories in India  

The phenomenon of criminalization has witnessed a notable increase in the number of 

candidates who possess criminal charges and backgrounds. The aforementioned phenomenon 

erodes credibility and trust of general public in the electoral system. The presence of 

candidates with criminal charges and backgrounds poses a significant obstacle to the integrity 

of free and fair elections as well as preservation of democracy in India. The available data 

indicates a notable upward trend in the number of candidates with severe criminal charges, 

such as rape, murder, and kidnapping, over the course of recent years. In the year 2019, more 

than 40% of the Members of Parliament (MPs) who were elected were found to have criminal 

accusations against them5. Candidates employ their financial resources and physical influence 

to coerce voters and election authorities. Furthermore, it is employed as a tool to target 

adversaries and members of the press. Candidates who possess criminal records exhibit a 

greater likelihood of achieving electoral success compared to their counterparts who have 

clean backgrounds ( Aidt, T., Golden, M.A.,& Tiwari, D. 2011).This incentivizes parties to 

offer them tickets. Although chargesheets have been formally lodged against these 

candidates, instances of real convictions are infrequently observed. The protracted nature of 

the judicial procedure affords them the opportunity to engage in recurrent contestation. The 

current legal framework exhibits vulnerabilities that enable individuals accused of grave 

offenses to participate in electoral processes prior to their complete conviction. The progress 

of reform initiatives has encountered a significant impediment. The erosion of the rule of law 

occurs when individuals who have violated the law are elected as representatives and leaders, 

leading to a loss of public trust in both the rule of law and governance. Candidates who 

possess criminal records frequently possess the financial means to exert influence over 

voters. The aforementioned topics are interconnected. Once elected, Members of Parliament 

with criminal backgrounds have the potential to impede the course of justice, manipulate 

evidence, and intimidate witnesses involved in legal proceedings against them. The 

implementation of electoral and judicial reforms is important in order to prevent individuals 

with criminal backgrounds from participating in elections, thus ensuring the protection and 

preservation of democratic principles. Voter awareness has a significant impact as well 

(Vaishnav, 2017). 

 

Booth Capturing: A Persistent Menace in Indian Political System  

Booth capturing has emerged as a significant challenge to the integrity of democratic 

elections in India. One of the primary concerns pertains to the phenomenon of booth 

capturing, which entails the intimidation of voters and the forcible takeover of polling 

stations by political party members with the aim of manipulating election outcomes. The act 

of manipulating election outcomes include the fraudulent insertion of counterfeit votes into 

ballot boxes, deliberate destruction of ballots cast in favour of opposing candidates, and 

coercion of polling officials to falsely certify voter turnout figures (Harbers, Bartman, & van 

Wingerden, 2019). The engagement in this illicit behaviour significantly weakens the 

integrity of the political process and poses a threat to democratic principles. The ability of 

voters supporting opposing candidates to access polling places is impeded as a result of 

 
5https://www.thehindu.com/elections/lok-sabha-2019/43-newly-elected-lok-sabha-mps-have-criminal-record-

adr/article27253649.ece 

https://www.thehindu.com/elections/lok-sabha-2019/43-newly-elected-lok-sabha-mps-have-criminal-record-adr/article27253649.ece
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intimidation and physical aggression perpetrated by party operatives. Booth capturing is 

prevalent in regions characterized by voter indifference, insufficient security measures, and 

inadequate monitoring. The phenomenon of booth capturing frequently remains undiscovered 

as a result of insufficient presence of observers, limited media accessibility, and reluctance of 

witnesses to testify owing to intimidation. Political parties often employ diversionary tactics, 

such as organizing protests and resorting to acts of violence, in order to hinder rival voters 

from participating in the electoral process. The Election Commission has experienced a 

growing need to mobilize paramilitary personnel in order to suppress instances of booth 

capturing and ensure the provision of security. Implementing strict legal measures and 

imposing severe punishments on individuals or groups involved in the act of booth capture 

can serve as an effective deterrent against these unlawful actions. The illicit seizure of polling 

stations by partisan operatives with the intention of manipulating electoral outcomes has 

presented a significant obstacle. The implementation of measures such as the deployment of 

security troops has been effective in mitigating this problem (Kumar, 2015). In essence, 

booth grabbing undermines the fundamental principles of democratic elections. The 

eradication of this problem necessitates collaborative endeavours from both the election 

commission and the government. 

The Influence of Media on The Formation and Dissemination of Electoral Discourse 

The media has a key influence in creating election discourse and shaping public opinion. 

Nevertheless, it is crucial to acknowledge the existence of media biases, as they have the 

potential to have effect on electoral outcomes. It is imperative for individuals to have a 

critical approach towards media consumption and actively pursue a wide range of 

information sources as responsible members of society. Media organizations should make a 

concerted effort to offer impartial reporting and refrain from engaging in sensationalism, as it 

has the potential to manipulate the democratic process. The establishment of a responsible 

and equitable media environment is vital in order to safeguard the integrity and functionality 

of a robust democratic system(Van Duyn& Collier, 2019). The proliferation of false 

information and disinformation poses a substantial obstacle in electoral processes within the 

context of the contemporary digital era. The dissemination of inaccurate narratives and 

misinformation has the potential to deceive voters and erode the legitimacy of the election 

system. In order to address this issue, it is imperative to implement rigorous fact-checking 

processes and media literacy programs that aim to educate individuals on the skills required 

to discern and authenticate trustworthy content (Casero-Ripollés, Feenstra, &Tormey, 2016). 

Furthermore, it is imperative for social media platforms to assume accountability in 

addressing the issue of misinformation and safeguarding the integrity of democratic 

procedures. 

The Challenges of Voter Recognition in India  

The absence of universally recognized and dependable voter identity documents in Indian 

elections has facilitated a certain level of voter impersonation and fraud. One of the primary 

concerns pertains to the previous acceptance of various forms of identification, such as ration 

cards and licenses, which posed challenges in terms of verification. In the absence of reliable 

identification systems, certain individuals were able to engage in several voting instances by 

assuming the identities of others, particularly in geographically isolated regions. In previous 

instances, the inclusion of non-existent fictitious electors on electoral registers facilitated 
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fraudulent voting (Norris, 2015). Certain groups engaged in electoral manipulation by 

procuring counterfeit identification cards and deploying individuals to cast illicit votes on 

behalf of others. Multiple instances of duplicate voting were observed due to the enrolment of 

migrant workers and labourers lacking sufficient identification. The implementation of 

compulsory voter identification cards with photographs throughout the 1990s effectively 

addressed a number of these concerns and enhanced the ability to authenticate voter 

identities(Das, 2018). The integration of Voter IDs with Aadhaar numbers has significantly 

contributed to the reduction of duplication. In comparison to paper ballots, electronic voting 

machines have effectively mitigated the potential for result tampering. There is still room for 

improvement in addressing certain challenges, such as the prevalence of fraudulent 

identification documents and the inadvertent exclusion of legitimate voters from electoral 

rolls due to identification-related concerns. Additional reforms are required. Although the 

implementation of voter IDs has enhanced the integrity of the electoral system, there is still 

room for improvement in India's voter identification ecosystem and processes (Dass, R., & 

Bajaj, K.R. 2008)  

Voter Turnout in India’s Electoral Process 

The issue of low voter turnout in Indian elections has consistently been a matter of concern, 

with multiple underlying issues contributing to this phenomenon. The voter turnout rate has 

seen a positive trend, experiencing an increase from approximately 55% throughout the 

1990s to approximately 67% in recent national elections. However, there is still room for 

development (Diwakar, 2008). The participation percentage remains disproportionately low 

among socio-economically disadvantaged, low-literacy, and marginalized populations, 

mostly attributable to insufficient awareness and motivation. The issue of voter apathy among 

urban young and middle classes is currently being addressed through several programs. The 

role played by political parties in the electoral process is a significant factor contributing to 

the low voter turnout, since the absence of compelling candidates and ineffective advertising 

strategies employed by major parties fail to motivate citizens to participate. The presence of 

inaccurate voter rolls and the presence of barriers that impede access to polling stations have 

a detrimental impact on voter turnout. Although the issue of low voter turnout is a matter of 

concern, it may be argued that characterizing it as one of the foremost obstacles to Indian 

democracy may be an exaggeration. Currently, there are several factors that present 

significant challenges to the principles of free and fair electoral participation 

(Sivaramakrishnan&Padmanabhan, 2020). These include the criminalization of politics, the 

influence of money in politics, the occurrence of booth capture, and the polarization of 

communities along communal lines. Nevertheless, it is imperative that the Election 

Commission and civil society organizations exert ongoing and unwavering endeavours to 

further augment voter turnout and engagement across all segments of society in the largest 

democracy globally. 

The Underrepresentation of Marginalized and Minority Groups  

The underrepresentation of religious, ethnic, linguistic minorities, as well as historically 

underprivileged castes and tribes, is a common occurrence in the election process and in the 

composition of elected positions.  Representation of minority and underprivileged groups in 

India's electoral system remains inadequate. Political engagement is hindered by the presence 

of historical discrimination and socio-economic backwardness. The limited exercise of the 
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franchise is attributed to the insufficient knowledge and education among voters. Literacy 

levels frequently exhibit a tendency towards lower levels. The mobilization of these groups 

during campaigns and enrolment is not always well addressed by major political parties. A 

limited number of individuals belonging to religious communities (such as Muslims, 

Christians, and Sikhs), caste groupings (namely Dalits), and tribal communities are granted 

party nominations and subsequently elected. The allocation of legislative seats to 

marginalized groups is constrained and does not align with their proportional representation 

in the population (Hasan, 2011). Candidates belonging to privileged social groups leverage 

their significant resources during electoral campaigns. The engagement of political parties in 

communal politics and the promotion of religious division also results in the marginalization 

of minority groups. The lack of concentration in remote rural areas also poses a hindrance to 

participation. Patriarchal standards are particularly pronounced within marginalized 

communities, resulting in even lower levels of women's engagement. To effectively tackle 

these challenges, it is imperative for the Election Commission to enhance its awareness and 

enrolment campaigns. Additionally, political parties should demonstrate greater commitment 

by nominating individuals from marginalized groups. Furthermore, it is crucial for parties to 

adopt stringent measures to counteract communal polarization (Bhattacharyya, Sarkar, & 

Kara, 2010). Moreover, there is a need to expand the number of reserved seats and quotas in 

legislative bodies, taking into consideration the population distribution. Lastly, it is essential 

to implement targeted development policies in regions with a significant concentration of 

minority communities. The electoral process in India frequently witnesses the impact of 

caste, religion, and ethnicity on the formation of voter inclinations. Acknowledging and 

valuing distinct identities holds significant importance within a heterogeneous nation such as 

ours. However, it is equally imperative to transcend these differences and prioritize matters 

that impact the entirety of the citizenry. It is imperative to cultivate a milieu wherein 

applicants are assessed on the basis of their merit and suggestions, rather than being 

influenced by considerations of caste, religion, or ethnicity. The genuine enhancement of our 

democracy can only be achieved under such circumstances.  Enhanced representation in 

India's electoral democracy serves to fortify its legitimacy as a comprehensive system that 

fosters inclusivity. However, the successful implementation of these policies necessitates the 

presence of political determination and societal transformation(Mehta, 2017). 

Representation of Women in the Political Landscape of India 

The issue of women's representation in Indian politics remains a significant one, indicating 

that there is still considerable progress to be made in this area. Despite India's claim to having 

the greatest democracy in the world, the representation of women in positions of authority 

remains significantly inadequate. It is crucial to address the gender gap in politics and 

encourage more women to actively participate in the decision-making processes. The 

underrepresentation of women in Indian politics is a matter of great concern. Despite India's 

reputation as the world's largest democracy, the lack of female leaders in positions of power 

is glaringly evident. This disparity highlights the urgent need for progress in this realm. 

Digital platforms have opened up new avenues of political participation for women 

worldwide, including India. The advent of digital media, facilitated by the Internet, has 

revolutionized the social and political landscape. It is widely argued that digital tools, such as 

social media platforms, have democratized women's political engagement in India. These 

digital platforms have provided women with unprecedented accessibility to raise their voices 
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through social and political mobilization, as well as community building. Cyberspace has 

emerged as a powerful platform, offering women in India innovative and diverse forms of 

participation. The rise of digital platforms has ushered in a new era of political empowerment 

for women, transcending geographical boundaries. In India, women are increasingly 

leveraging the power of digital media to actively engage in political discourse and shape the 

future of their nation. The transformative impact of digital tools, particularly social media 

platforms, cannot be overstated. They have shattered traditional barriers, enabling women to 

overcome societal constraints and amplify their voices on a global scale. Through these 

digital platforms, women in India have found a powerful medium to express their opinions, 

advocate for their rights, and mobilize communities. Social media has become a virtual town 

square, where women can connect, share experiences, and collectively address issues that 

affect their lives. It has become a catalyst for change, fostering solidarity and empowering 

women to challenge the status quo. The accessibility provided by digital platforms has been 

instrumental in bridging the gender gap in political participation. Women, who were 

previously marginalized and excluded from decision-making processes, now have a platform 

to voice their concerns and demand change. The digital revolution has levelled the playing 

field, enabling women to actively participate in shaping policies and influencing public 

opinion. Moreover, the digital landscape has not only expanded the scope of women's 

political participation but has also introduced innovative forms of engagement. From online 

petitions and virtual protests to digital campaigns and interactive forums, cyberspace has 

become a dynamic arena for women to express their political agency. It has empowered 

women to transcend traditional boundaries and engage by prioritizing the sufficient 

representation of women, a broader range of ideas and experiences can be incorporated, 

resulting in the formulation of more inclusive policies. 

To truly uphold the principles of democracy, it is imperative that we bridge the gender gap in 

politics. Women's voices and perspectives are essential for a well-rounded and inclusive 

decision-making process. By encouraging and empowering more women to engage in 

politics, we can ensure that their valuable contributions are not overlooked. Addressing this 

issue requires a concerted effort from all stakeholders. Political parties, government 

institutions, and civil society must work together to create an environment that fosters gender 

equality in politics. This can be achieved through targeted policies, such as affirmative action 

measures, to increase the representation of women in leadership roles. Moreover, it is crucial 

to challenge societal norms and stereotypes that hinder women's participation in politics. By 

promoting gender equality in education and raising awareness about the importance of 

women's political engagement, we can break down barriers and create a more inclusive 

political landscape. The underrepresentation of women in Indian politics is a pressing issue 

that demands immediate attention. To truly embody the ideals of democracy, we must strive 

for equal representation and encourage more women to actively participate in the decision-

making processes. By doing so, we can pave the way for a more equitable and prosperous 

society. 

The State of Democracy in India: Critical Issues and Challenges 

The Role of Election Commission of India  

The Election Commission of India assumes the crucial role of an impartial entity responsible 

for monitoring elections. However, it encounters many pressures emanating from political 
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parties and the government, which pose challenges to its autonomy and efficacy. One of the 

primary obstacles encountered by the Election Commission of India (ECI) in preserving its 

autonomy is to the executive's attempts to exert indirect influence over various aspects such 

as appointments and budgetary matters. This is particularly significant given the 

constitutional status of the ECI. The impartiality of the Election Commission of India (ECI) 

is occasionally called into question by political parties and leaders. They express doubts 

about the judgments made by the ECI regarding model code violations, campaign regulations, 

and polling dates. Additionally, concerns arise regarding potential conflicts of interest when 

ruling parties offer post-retirement jobs to Chief Election Commissioners. The government 

has made attempts to limit the powers of the ECI in areas such as the appointment of election 

officers and registration oversight. The ECI's ability to effectively monitor and enforce 

regulations is hindered by inadequate funding and staffing constraints. Furthermore, political 

parties sometimes disregard the orders issued by the ECI, such as those related to candidates 

with criminal cases or campaigning bans. This disregard negatively impacts the efficacy of 

the ECI. Moreover, political parties often portray the ECI's impartial decisions as biased, 

which undermines its credibility in the eyes of the public. Nevertheless, the Election 

Commission of India (ECI) has managed to uphold its autonomy to a considerable extent thus 

far by employing several strategies. These include the implementation of constitutional 

safeguards that protect its independence and grant it necessary powers, seeking judicial 

interventions to reinforce its authority when necessary, establishing a long-standing 

reputation for non-partisanship and credibility, and taking decisive action against political 

parties that violate guidelines, regardless of their political affiliations(Norris, 2017). The 

preservation of ECI's autonomy holds significant importance for the functioning of a 

democratic system. The strengthening of ECI can be further enhanced by collaborative 

endeavours between ECI and civil society, thereby emphasizing the significance of collective 

action. It is imperative to prioritize the enhancement of Indian democracy by implementing 

electoral and political reforms to effectively tackle the aforementioned difficulties and others. 

The aforementioned challenges exemplify the vastness and heterogeneity of India's 

democratic system. The Election Commission of India assumes a crucial role in the 

administration of elections and the maintenance of equitable conditions for electoral 

competition. The cruciality of conducting free and fair elections is paramount to the success 

of Indian democracy. Enhancing the autonomy and authority of the Election Commission, 

coupled with providing it with adequate resources, is crucial in upholding public trust in the 

electoral procedure. 

Clean Election Index and Core Civil Society Participation in Democratic Process 

Index6:  

Table-1 

Year Clean elections index Core Civil Society Index 

2012 0.75 0.71 

2013 0.73 0.71 

2014 0.71 0.64 

2015 0.68 0.49 

2016 0.68 0.49 
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2017 0.64 0.43 

2018 0.65 0.38 

2019 0.55 0.34 

2020 0.51 0.36 

2021 0.53 0.37 

2022 0.53 0.36 

   

 

The Right to Information Act and the Importance of Electoral Transparency 

The Right to Information Act (RTI) is a crucial tool that empowers citizens to access 

information held by public authorities. It plays a pivotal role in promoting transparency, 

accountability, and good governance in any democratic society. When it comes to electoral 

processes, the RTI Act becomes even more significant as it ensures electoral transparency, 

which is essential for upholding the integrity of elections. Electoral transparency refers to the 

openness and accessibility of information related to the electoral process. It encompasses 

various aspects such as voter registration, candidate nominations, campaign financing, voting 

procedures, and result tabulation. By providing citizens with the right to access information 

about these processes, the RTI Act strengthens democracy by enabling informed decision-

making and fostering public trust in the electoral system. One of the primary benefits of 

electoral transparency facilitated by the RTI Act is its ability to prevent corruption and 

malpractices during elections. When citizens have access to information about campaign 

financing or candidate backgrounds, they can scrutinize potential conflicts of interest or illicit 

activities. The Right to Information Act has been crucial in fostering transparency and 

accountability within the electoral process. This platform facilitates the public's access to 

information pertaining to political parties, their financing sources, and expenditures 

associated with electoral campaigns. Improving the execution of this legislation, in 

conjunction with fostering public consciousness of their entitlement to access information, 

has the potential to bolster electoral transparency and mitigate instances of 

corruption(Cherukuri, 2021). 

Integration of Technology, Cyber security and data protection inside electoral systems 

The integration of online platforms for voter registration and the implementation of electronic 

governance in the electoral process hold great potential for improving the efficiency of 

election procedures and promoting greater citizen engagement. By utilizing technology in the 

realm of voter registration and e-governance, we can enhance the convenience and 

accessibility for eligible individuals to enrol and update their personal information. 

Furthermore, e-governance initiatives have the power to enhance transparency and 

accessibility in the electoral process. However, it is crucial to address the digital divide and 

ensure equal access to digital platforms for individuals from all segments of society. This will 

guarantee that technology truly serves as a tool to foster inclusive democracy. It is imperative 

that we bridge the gap and provide equitable opportunities for all citizens to participate in the 

democratic process. By embracing online registration systems and e-governance, we can 

revolutionize the way elections are conducted, making them more efficient, transparent, and 

accessible to all. This technological advancement has the potential to empower citizens and 

strengthen their trust in the democratic system. The utilization of online platforms for voter 
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registration and the incorporation of electronic governance in the electoral process offer 

immense benefits. However, it is essential to ensure equal access to digital platforms for 

individuals across all societal segments. By doing so, we can harness the true potential of 

technology to foster inclusive democracy and create a more engaged and participatory 

society(Staak& Wolf, 2019). 

The increasing integration of technology in electoral processes has led to a heightened 

emphasis on the importance of cyber security and data protection. Preserving the security of 

voter data and upholding the integrity of election systems are crucial in order to sustain 

public confidence in the democratic process. In order to mitigate the risk of unauthorized 

access or modification of personal information, it is imperative to implement robust cyber 

security safeguards, conduct frequent audits, and adhere to stringent data protection 

standards. By placing a high level of importance on cyber security, we can effectively 

safeguard the integrity and protection of our electoral systems (Aniche, Yinka-Banjo, 

Ohalete, &Misra, 2021). It is imperative to solve the various concerns and obstacles that 

confront the democratic process in India, since doing so is essential for the ongoing 

advancement and durability of the nation's democratic framework. By recognizing the 

importance of voter engagement, addressing electoral irregularities, enacting meaningful 

policy changes, advocating for inclusive representation, regulating the influence of financial 

resources and media, and adopting responsible use of technology, India has the potential to 

advance towards a more robust and enduring democratic system. The collaboration of various 

stakeholders, including as government institutions, civil society organizations, and 

individuals, is vital in ensuring the preservation of the integrity and equity of the election 

process. By implementing this approach, India can effectively safeguard the longevity of its 

democratic system, so preserving its status as a symbol of optimism and motivation for future 

generations. 

 

Conclusion 

The paper underscores the necessity of undertaking critical electoral reforms and the 

upholding of democratic values within the Indian political sphere. We argue that 

underrepresentation of marginalized groups and women in politics, compromises the fairness 

of the democratic process. There is an urgency to expand inclusivity through the nomination 

of candidates from marginalized groups and increasing seat reservations in legislative bodies, 

thereby addressing the issue of representation and their active political participation in the 

decision-making processes. There's also an ethical obligation for political parties and the 

government to respect and uphold the autonomy and integrity of the Election Commission, 

which is vital for maintaining public trust in the democratic process. Lack of civic literacy 

among the masses about democratic process resulting in voter apathy, illegitimate election 

practices, criminalization of politics, and media biases demand immediate attention and 

rectification. Better voter awareness, reinforced transparency and accountability, and efficient 

utilization of technology for voter registration, e-governance and data protection in electoral 

systems are instrumental in shaping a vibrant democracy. A cohesive effort from government 

bodies, civic organizations, and the individuals themselves is paramount to safeguard the 

integrity of the election process while fostering the progress of a resilient democratic system 
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in India. The discussion foregrounds the enduring need for a healthy, participatory election 

process, one that is free from corruption and supports equitable representation.  
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